
32ND ANNUAL
HORACE MANN MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

CONFERENCE

UNHSC
UNITED NATIONS HISTORICAL SECURITY COUNCIL

EVAN MEGIBOW
CHAIR

SHANT AMERKANIAN
MODERATOR



 

LETTER FROM THE SECRETARIAT 3 
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 4 
COMMITTEE BACKGROUND AND PROCEDURE 5 

Committee Background 5 

Committee Structure  6 

TOPIC A: PERUVIAN INTERNAL CONFLICT IN THE 1980S 8 
Political See-Saw from 1945-198 8 

The Rise of the Shining Path 10 

Terrorist Acts of Shining Path 11 

Current Strategy of the Shining Path 12 

Current Strategy of the Government 13 

Possible Solutions 14 

Bloc Positions 15 

Questions to Consider 16 

SOURCES 17

TABLE OF CONTENTS



LETTER FROM THE SECRETARIAT 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DEAR DELEGATES, 

 It is our pleasure to welcome you to Horace Mann’s 32nd 
Annual Model United Nations Conference, HoMMUNC XXXII!  
Since 1985, HoMMUNC has brought together future world 
leaders in a day full of intellect, discourse, and compromise.  The 
conference engages academically minded high school and middle 
school students to contemplate and discuss imperative global 
concerns.  We are honored to have inherited the responsibility of 
organizing this conference for all of you, the over 1000 delegates 
that will attend HoMMUNC this year. We hope you are excited 
as we are for the conference to begin! 

 We encourage you to deeply explore your topics and arrive 
at HoMMUNC prepared to engage in the discourse of your 
committees and truly involve yourself in the negotiation process, 
regardless of your age or experience in Model UN.  Each 
committee is comprised of a wide-ranging group of delegates and 
will address a pressing global issue.  We challenge you to delve 
deep into your topics and think innovatively.  Take this 
opportunity to learn as much as you can, create the best solutions 
possible, and lead your committee to a world-changing 
resolution. 

 Model United Nations has played a tremendous role in our 
lives over the past three years, and we are thrilled to share this 
activity with all of you.  It has been our pleasure preparing 
HoMMUNC XXXII along with our dedicated junior and senior 
staff over the past six months.  We hope you have an enriching 
and enjoyable experience at the conference.   

Sincerely, 
JENNA FREIDUS, VALERIE MAIER, AND EVAN MEGIBOW 
Secretaries-General 

Jenna Freidus 
Valerie Maier 

Evan Megibow 
Secretaries-General 

Samuel Harris 
Jacqueline Lee 
Radhika Mehta 

Directors-General 

Bliss Beyer 
Heath Bleustein 
Charlie Hayman 

Joshua Doolan 
Arianna Läufer 

Joanne Wang 
Jada Yang 

Senior Executive Board 

James Berg 
Julia Hornstein 
Alexa Watson 

Middle Division Officers 

Shant Amerkanian 
Connor Morris 

Lauren Port 
Conference Coordinators 

Adam Bleustein 
Samuel Puckowitz 

Junior Executive Board 

James Chang 
Arul Kapoor 

Eli Laufer 
George Loewenson 

Sajan Mehrota 
Ben Metzner 

Gustie Owens 
Staff 

Aaron Thompson 
Mitchell Francis 

Faculty Advisors
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DEAR DELEGATES, 

 I am excited to welcome you to the United Nations Historical 
Security Council. My name is Evan Megibow, and I will be your 
chair alongside your moderator, Shant Amerkanian. I’ve been a part 
of HoMMUNC ever since eighth grade, and I am thrilled to be 
sharing my last HoMMUNC with you all. 

 I am a senior at Horace Mann, and I have been on our school’s 
Model UN team since middle school. Model UN and HoMMUNC 
have been a huge part of my high school experience. Outside of 
Model UN, I write for my school’s political magazine, am an editor 
for the school paper, and I volunteer for some political campaigns. I 
love shows like How I Met Your Mother, Shark Tank, and Criminal 
Minds.  

 Shant and I are incredibly excited about this committee and have 
spent many hours preparing a set of events that we hope will engage 
you throughout the day. That being said, know that you are in full 
control of your HoMMUNC experience and this committee will be as 
interactive as possible. We encourage you to think deeply and 
creatively about the topic at hand and how you can advance your 
country’s agenda. We look forward to hearing your ideas! If you have 
any questions please send an email. 

See you in October! 
EVAN MEGIBOW 
Evan_Megibow@horacemann.org 
Chair, UNHSC

Jenna Freidus 
Valerie Maier 
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Secretaries-General 
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Directors-General 
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COMMITTEE 

BACKGROUND AND 

PROCEDURE 

Committee Background 
 The United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC) was created as one of 

the original six bodies of the United 

Nations by the UN Charter in 1945. It 

has the role of maintaining 

international peace and security in the 

world as it pertains to international 

disputes and conflicts.  In the UNSC, 1

China, the United States, Russia, 

France, and the United Kingdom have 

permanent membership as well as veto 

power. This means that if any of these 

nations vote “no” on a substantive 

matter, it fails. These five nations stay 

on the council while the other members 

are voted by other nations to serve two-

year terms. Each geographic region has 

a specific number of countries that 

represent it.  2

  

 The Security Council has the job 

of reviewing all resolutions from the 

other bodies and  

committees of the United Nations. This 

arguably makes the UNSC the most 

powerful body of the UN. It is often 

referred to as the headquarters of the 

UN. The UNSC has differed from the 

other bodies of the UN from its 

inception. Although the resolutions 

from other committees are not legally 

binding and are only suggestions and 

encouragements, the resolutions from 

the Security Council are binding. This 

gives the Security Council more power 

in the UN and internationally. The UN 

Charter is built around this concept in 

that when a nation joins the United 

Nations, they must abide by any 
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resolutions or actions passed by the 

Security Council.  For this reason, the 3

Security Council deals with the most 

pertinent and potentially dangerous 

issues of the world and responds to 

them accordingly. The UN deals with 

humanitarian issues, conflicts between 

member states as well as other 

important issues.  4

Committee Structure  
 The UNSC has a number of 

unique powers given to support the 

goal of maintaining peace and security. 

According to the UN Charter, the 

Security Council can deploy 

peacekeepers if a directive to do so is 

passed. Peacekeeping forces are made 

up of soldiers and volunteers from 

individual member states. The purpose 

of these forces is to prevent conflict 

between nations. They are not intended 

to be aggressors. These peacekeepers 

should only be used when needed in a 

time of growing tension or war to 

decrease tensions and violence.  These 5

peacekeepers can only defend 

themselves, which is often referred to 

as a “fire if fired upon” mandate. 

 Another power of the UNSC is 

the ability to impose sanctions on 

nations. This power is limited in that it 

must be enacted to end violence or 

aggression in a nation. This gives the 

Security Council the power to create 

sanctions targeting an economy or 

arms if it is to decrease aggression.  6

 The Security Council has other 

powers including negotiating 

ceasefires, investigating countries 

which could pose a threat to the world, 

or condemning violence or other acts 

of nations. 

 This crisis committee will begin 

on December 3rd, 1982. Researching 

past that date will not be necessary for 

this committee. This is a crisis 

committee which will have a different 

format than a General Assembly. The 

committee will run in a constant 

moderated caucus. The speaking time 

will be agreed upon at the start of 

committee, but can be changed at any 

time through a procedural motion. The 
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two main motions that can interrupt 

that moderated caucus are a motion for 

an unmoderated caucus and a motion 

to introduce directives. Once these 

motions expire, the committee will 

return to the perpetual moderated 

caucus. At any time, the chair may rule 

any motion dilatory if he feels that it is 

disruptive or irrelevant at the time and 

is stopping the flow of debate. Past 

these motions, there are four types of 

legislation that can be submitted: 

directives, press releases, 

communiques and unilateral actions. 

Directives 

 Directives are passed by the 

committee through a majority vote. 

This form of legislation will be used to 

confront issues put forth to the 

committee. Each directive will need a 

set number of sponsors and signatories 

to be introduced, which will be 

determined by the chair at the 

beginning of committee. To introduce a 

directive, a delegate must motion to do 

so. If this motion passes, the chair will 

read the directive aloud. Delegates may 

then motion for questions to be asked 

to the authors, submit amendments for 

discussion, or motion to vote on the 

directive. If the committee does not 

wish to directly vote on the directive, 

they can choose to move into a 

moderated caucus to discuss it. 

Press Releases 

 Press releases are a tool for the 

committee to use to communicate with 

the world. These are formally released 

to the public and can inform the public 

as to what actions are being taken by 

the Security Council. The written 

document will be released in its exact 

wording, so the sponsors of a press 

release must be sure that it is what they 

would like to be released. These are 

always released to a broad audience. 

Press Releases require a majority vote 

of the committee to pass. 

Communiques 

 Communiques are the same as 

press releases, except that they are not 

released to a broad audience. Instead, 

communiques can be sent to a specific 

country, group, or person. These are 
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still, however, sent by the Security 

Council together and not by individual 

nations. Think of them as a letter sent 

from the UNSC to a specific recipient. 

Unilateral Actions 

 Unilateral actions are individual 

actions taken by nations in the UNSC 

using their powers. They are used to 

allow delegates to use the resources of 

their nation to further the goal of the 

committee as well as their personal 

interests as a nation. These will be 

submitted as notes titled “crisis” to the 

dais. These are private actions that may 

be exposed during updates and can 

benefit both the delegate’s nation as 

well as the committee. This is the 

channel through which delegates may 

communicate to people outside the 

committee. Note that crisis notes are 

submitted by individual delegates and 

can be submitted secretly, meaning that 

the rest of the members of the 

committee will not see them. Great 

unilateral actions elevate a delegate or 

country’s power and can change the 

direction of committee. This is where 

delegates can get creative! 

TOPIC A: PERUVIAN 

INTERNAL CONFLICT IN 

THE 1980S 

Political See-Saw from 1945-198  

 In 1945, Peru’s civilian 

government took power with the 

election of Jose Bustamante y Rivero. 

He was a lawyer and professor at the 

Colegio San José before turning to 

politics. He was the ambassador for 

Peru during the 30s. When he became 

President, he vowed to restore the 

freedom of the press and to free 

political prisoners, and that is exactly 

what he did. He was known for 

restoring the democracy in Peru and 

bringing the power back to the people. 

However, there were many rebellions 

and protests during his presidency 

which were squashed by the national 

army. Later, he lost his presidency to a 
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coup by General Manuel A. Odria who 

ruled Peru under the military.  7

 Odria was the leader of Peru 

from 1948-1956. Before becoming 

president, he served as leader of the 

military in Bustamente’s cabinet. He 

performed a coup, succeeded, and 

ruled as a dictator. After Bustamente 

returned the power to the people, Odria 

stripped it away within three years. He 

resigned as president within two years 

and placed a puppet president, Zenon 

Noriega, in his place. Because he was 

technically the president, Noriega 

could legalize opposition parties and 

run a new election, which he lost.  8

 After these initial changes from 

dictatorships to democracies and back 

to military rule, the people of Peru had 

little power. The government became 

corrupt and see-sawed back and forth 

between military dictatorship and 

democracy until 1968. In 1968, Juan 

Velasco Alvarado took power as a 

military dictator.  Velasco was a 9

populist and wanted to introduce land 

reform. He worked towards this goal 

for most of his presidency. He also 

worked towards the nationalization of 

the country as a whole. Velasco aimed 

to end the democracy and to give 

complete control to the government.  10

He refused to allow for elections and 

aimed to keep the power in the 

government’s hands. Although some 

would suspect this would have stopped 

Peruvians from being politically active, 

it did just the opposite. The military 

was still reluctant to allow for 

participation in the government. 

Velasco justified his coup by stating 

that the current political parties were 

not doing a sufficient job of running 

the nation and did not serve the 

nation’s interests. However, Velasco’s 

government was having great difficulty 

running the government. He was losing 

control of the people. Contrary to what 

one would expect, The time of 

Velasco’s government was the time in 

which the greatest innovation and 

reform took place. National issues such 

as urban migrants, the state’s 

participation in the economy, and 
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foreign policy were dramatically 

changed and addressed during this 

time. However, no progress was made 

in helping the economy grow.  11

 Velasco was replaced in 1975 by 

General Francisco Morales Bermudez. 

He aimed to continue the work of 

Velasco; however, he was 

unsuccessful. The military gave up on 

trying to run the government and 

allowed for elections to run and a 

constitution to be written in 1978.  12

The military gave this new power to 

the former political parties from before 

1968. Fernando Belaunde won the 

election in a landslide in 1980. By the 

time of his presidency, the entire 

political spectrum had shifted to the 

left.  

The Rise of the Shining Path 

 The Shining Path was created in 

1970 by Abimael Guzman. Guzman 

was a lifelong communist and 

professor at the National University of 

San Cristóbal de Huamanga, which 

was located in Ayacucho in the Andes 

Mountains. He taught philosophy there 

for most of his life. When the 

communist party split in 1970, 

Guzman founded the Shining Path to 

continue the ideology of communism 

and specifically of Mao Zedong.   13

 Once the Shining Path was 

created, Guzman dedicated his life to 

recruiting people living in rural areas 

to support communism and the Shining 

Path. He quickly gained a band of 

followers known as “Senderistas.”  14

The Senderistas were mostly rural 

peasants living on the countryside. 

They had suffered the most during the 

time of military rule, particularly 

economically. They were mostly living 

under the poverty line, secluded from 

the rest of the nation. The political see-

saw from democracy to military rule 

enlarged this divide between the rural 

peasants and the government, creating 

an opportunity for the Shining Path, 

communism and Guzman to take hold 

in these peasants’ minds. This foothold 

for ideology in the minds of the 
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peasants was a spark large enough to 

start a revolution.  15

 The Shining Path was not the 

first time Guzman lobbied for 

communism. He began to push for 

communism in the early 1960s when 

he came across a group of intellectuals 

in Ayacucho. He taught his communist 

ideas through the university and 

recruited more followers. These 

followers then travelled to the 

countryside and recruited more 

peasants for the cause. This teaching 

set the groundwork so the Shining Path 

could grow rapidly when it was 

officially established in 1970.  16

Terrorist Acts of Shining Path 

 Throughout the 1970s, the 

Shining Path gained more followers 

and supporters in the rural areas of 

Peru. It were able to vastly expand in 

this area without any violent actions in 

its first ten years of existence.  They 17

mainly targeted towns around 

Ayacucho and the Andes Mountains to 

maintain a sense of secrecy from the 

government. This allowed them to use 

guerrilla warfare to take over the 

country. Guzman wanted to use a tactic 

that was used by Mao Zedong to take 

over the country. By starting in the 

rural villages, Guzman could gain 

control of “guerrilla zones” and later 

drive the government out, making 

room for new guerrilla zones closer 

and closer to the capital, slowly taking 

over the entire country.  18

!  

 On March 17th, 1980, the 

Shining Path held several secret 

meetings at Universities to discuss 

formalizing the Communist Party of 

Peru. The goal was to create a group 

which had two wings: military and 
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political. The military wing would 

control the local militias and create a 

formalized guerrilla army and the 

political wing would lobby to more 

rural peasants.   19

 That same night, the Shining 

Path committed its first act of 

terrorism. When the government 

announced that there would be an 

election, the Shining Path refused to 

provide a candidate and did not vote. 

The Shining Path made sure that each 

of its followers did not take part in the 

election as well as refused its 

legitimacy. The night before voting 

began, the Shining Path burned several 

ballot boxes to be used in the election 

the next day. This act of terrorism took 

place in the villages near Ayacucho in 

the rural area of Peru.  The attack did 20

not have severe damage on the election 

as all the ballot boxes were replaced by 

the next morning. The election 

continued as scheduled.  However, 21

this was the first time that the rest of 

Peru took notice of the Shining Path. 

They were largely insignificant to the 

government before this act because of 

their secrecy as well as the disconnect 

between the rural areas of Peru and the 

government. This action put the 

Shining Path on the national stage.  

Current Strategy of the Shining 
Path 

 The Shining Path changed 

course after March 17th, 1980. The 

group began to expand more formally. 

They took greater control over the 

administrations of universities in the 

Ayacucho area as well as in local 

governments. The Shining Path even 

began to train its followers in a military 

school to teach the military strategy of 

Mao Zedong.  From early 1980 22

through 1982, the Shining Path 

recruited immensely and worked to 

become a relevant threat to the 

government. 

 The strategy of the Shining Path 

was to mainly target the country region 

by region until they were all controlled 

by the guerrilla armies of Shining Path. 

This strategy was revolutionized by 
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Mao Zedong in China during his 

revolution to take over China.  The 23

system drives out the government 

forces from each region creating no 

option for the people in that region 

other than to support the guerrilla 

group. This is an effective strategy for 

the Shining Path as the area is already 

disenfranchised from the government 

and there is little military involvement 

in the country.

!  

 On December 3rd, 1982, the 

Shining Path created its formal armed 

segment.  This was a large step for the 24

Shining Path because it now had a 

form of military to perform guerrilla 

attacks. This is a severe threat to the 

government and the government 

cannot turn a blind eye any longer. In 

1982, the Shining Path is beginning to 

show its threat to the world as well as 

Peru in its actions. The publicity is 

massive and the Peruvian press cannot 

ignore it. 

Current Strategy of the 
Government 

 The government now wants to 

rebuild the nation through rebuilding 

the government. After the twelve years 

of military rule, the country had a 

chance to rebuild economically to 

create a legitimate democratic 

government. The Shining Path is not 

a main concern of the government 

as they need to rebuild the 

government internally to be able to 

care for their people. However, as 

the rate of violence and the presence 

of the Shining Path increases, the 

government will want to address the 

issue by bringing the rural areas back 

into the nation and integrating them as 
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one country. Also, after the twelve 

years of military rule, the government 

must be careful about censoring the 

Communist Party as that would show a 

lack of freedom to the people. 

Therefore, the government is dealing 

with the Shining Path from afar. After 

the 1980 election, the public was 

leaning farther left than it had in the 

past. This political shift is why the 

people are slightly more tolerant of the 

Communist principles especially in 

rural areas, making it more difficult for 

the government to  

prevent against the Shining Path’s 

expansion. As the Shining Path ramps 

up its attacks and growth, the 

government will have no choice but to 

issue a direct response. What remains 

to be seen is whether they will respond 

with offers of integration and unity or 

violence. 

Possible Solutions 

 Possible solutions to this conflict 

would need to use the powers of the 

UNSC to ease tensions between the 

two groups and find a peaceful 
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solution. Peacekeepers could be an 

option in this situation to ease tensions 

in the rural areas. The UNSC could 

also negotiate a truce between the 

government and Shining Path. Shining 

Path considers itself a separate entity 

than the government and finds no 

affiliation with the country or 

government of Peru. They must be 

respected for their beliefs in order for a 

peaceful solution to be reached. 

Helping the buildup of the Peruvian 

government could also ease tensions. 

The reason for the Shining Path’s 

aggression is not only for communism, 

but for a non-corrupt and strong 

government. If the current government 

is strong, the Shining Path will not be 

able to take over the rural areas of 

Peru. 

Bloc Positions 

 The Peruvian Armed Forces and 

the government are backed mainly by 

the United States. This is due to the 

feud between the USSR and the United 

States over democracy and 

Communism. The United States 

usually supports nations trying to 

establish democracy, while confronting 

communists, whether it be the nation as 

a whole or homegrown communists 

such as Guzman. The United States 

supports the Peruvian government with 

arms and money to help expand their 

reach in their own country. In addition 

to the United States, the bloc 

supportive of the government includes 

other countries that support democracy, 

such as the NATO nations. Within this 

bloc, each nation has different 

incentives and different willingnesses 

to dedicate resources to the cause. 

 The second bloc supports the 

Shining Path. This bloc includes Cuba 

as they were another communist nation 

in Latin America and could begin a 

coalition of smaller communist states. 

The USSR also supports Cuba and the 

Shining Path in order to bring 

communism further west. They also 

had a policy like the United States’ to 

oppose democracy and support any 

form of communism. 
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 The third bloc would be neutral 

to both sides and prioritize finding a 

solution to find peace. The Security 

Council’s job would be to maintain the 

peace of Peru and avoid a conflict. This 

would consist of countries which are 

neutral towards the conflict and could 

look at the conflict through an 

unbiased lens. 

Questions to Consider 

1. What could make the 

government of Peru stronger?  

2. How could the UNSC aim to 

calm tensions without adding to 

the conflict’s violence? 

3. Is your country directly involved 

with the clash in ideology? 

4. How can your country aim to 

solve the problem and bring 

peace to the region? 

5. Are your country’s goals the 

same as the UNSC? 
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