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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARIAT 

Horace Mann Model United Nations Conference !3

DEAR DELEGATES, 

 It is our pleasure to welcome you to Horace Mann’s 33rd 
Annual Model United Nations Conference, HoMMUNC XXXIII!  
Since 1985, HoMMUNC has brought together future world 
leaders in a day full of intellect, discourse, and compromise. The 
conference engages academically minded high school and middle 
school students to contemplate and discuss imperative global 
concerns. We are honored to have inherited the responsibility of 
organizing this conference for all of you, the over 1000 delegates 
that will attend HoMMUNC this year. We hope you are excited as 
we are for the conference to begin! 

 We encourage you to deeply explore your topics and arrive 
at HoMMUNC prepared to engage in the discourse of your 
committees and truly involve yourself in the negotiation process, 
regardless of your age or experience in Model UN.  Each 
committee is comprised of a wide-ranging group of delegates and 
will address a pressing global issue. We challenge you to delve 
deep into your topics and think creatively. Take this opportunity 
to learn as much as you can, create the best solutions possible, 
and lead your committee to a world-changing resolution. 

 Model United Nations has played a tremendous role in our 
lives over the past three years, and we are thrilled to share this 
activity with all of you. It has been our pleasure preparing 
HoMMUNC XXXII along with our dedicated junior and senior 
staff over the past six months. We hope you have an enriching 
and enjoyable experience at the conference.   

Sincerely, 
CONNOR MORRIS AND JULIA HORNSTEIN 
Secretaries-General 
HoMMUNC XXXIII 

Connor Morris 
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Lauren Port 
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Vice Chairmen of the 
Board 
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DEAR DELEGATES, 

I am so excited to welcome you to HoMMUNC XXXIII’s United 
Nations High Comissioner for Refugees Committee. I am Lauren Port and I 
will be chairing alongside my partner in crime and moderator, Zachary 
Brooks. This will be my fourth HoMMUNC, and I anticipate it to be the most 
exciting of them all. 

I am a senior at Horace Mann and have been a member of the 
Model UN team since my freshman year. This team has been an integral part 
of my high school experience and has led me to making some of my best 
friends that I have today. As a result of Model UN, I have also been able to 
improve not only speaking skills, but also many other life skills that I will 
continue to use. Besides Model UN, I am apart of my school’s mentoring 
programs and help run the Relay for Life event at Horace Mann. Outside of 
school, I dance and am apart of an organization called AYUDA, which has 
enabled me to go for the past two summers to the Dominican Republic to run 
a summer camp for children with type one diabetes. I am also a very avid 
reader and Netflix watcher (side note: there is a good chance I will get 
sidetracked if you bring up the show The Fosters, but don’t try it). 

Zachary and I have put a lot of time and dedication into preparing 
for this conference and we expect you to do the same. Although it is a great 
resource, the background guide should not be your only form of research. We 
expect you all to do extensive research that will lead to the creation of unique 
and thoughtful solutions. That being said, whether it is you first or fourth year 
doing Model UN, this is a learning conference and the best way to learn is to 
be engaged and participate. Zach and I are extremely excited for committee, 
and we know you will bring the same enthusiasm and energy that we have. 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions, comments, or concerns at any 
point before or after the conference! 
See you in October! 
LAUREN PORT 
lauren_port@horacemann.org 
Chair, UNHCR
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COMMITTEE 
BACKGROUND AND 
PROCEDURE 
Committee Background  

The United Nations Human 

Rights Council (UNHRC) is a United 

Nations body composed of 47 member 

states; the sole purpose of this body is 

to protect and maintain human rights in 

the international community. The 

council works in conjunction with the 

Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights. The UNHRC was 

established in March of 2006 to replace 

the United Nations Commission on 

Human Rights. The UNHRC has been 

involved in microcosmic issues such as 

the Israeli Palestinian conflict, but also 

addressed larger issues. This has 

included topics such as the rights of 

ethnic minorities around the world. 

Many American journalists have 

commented on the increasing 

relevancy of this United Nations body 

in the post-World War II world. The 

UNHRC has the responsibility of 

directing public attention to specific 

issues affecting the livelihoods of 

persons around the world.  

 In committee, you will be 

expected to debate the topics with 

passion whilst maintaining your 

countries’ position. The topics chosen 

by the dais can lead to polarizing 

viewpoints, but we encourage you to 

remain on policy. Whether or not the 

policy of your country is in line with 

your personal beliefs, we urge you to 

be truthful about the needs of your 

nation. In situations where you nation 

may have particularly abrasive beliefs, 

we encourage you to honestly voice 

this perspective without using 

gratuitous language. While some of the 

concepts discussed may be volatile, we 

urge you to respect each other and your 

beliefs in committee. In further 

maintaining the integrity of this 

committee, we encourage you to 

remain on topics encompassed by the 

topic at hand. If the committee is 

driven off on a tangent, the dais may 
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help bring the committee back into 

discussing more relevant committees. 

Over the course of the day, we expect 

the committee to be able to form strong 

blocs and write preliminary draft 

resolutions and eventually, working 

papers. Expect detailed debate and fast 

paced committee sessions.  

Procedure 
 Roll Call: at the beginning of 

every committee session, the chair will 

take attendance, and every delegate 

must respond “present.” If you are late 

coming to committee, send a note to 

the dais to let them know you are 

present. 

 Motions: used to open and close 

debate, decide to move to voting 

procedure, to propose a speakers list, 

moderated or unmoderated caucus. The 

chair will entertain several motions at 

one time, then will have all delegates 

vote on each motion in order of most to 

least disruptive, and the motion with 

the majority passes. 

 Speaker’s List: a type of debate 

used to start committee, often meant to 

set the agenda, in which the chair 

would create a list of speakers. 

 Moderated Caucus: another form 

of debate, used most often during 

committee, that has a set time, 

speaking time, and specific topic to 

debate. Your chair will call upon 

countries to speak. When a delegate 

wishes to speak, they will raise their 

placard when told. 

 Unmoderated Caucus: a time 

when the rules of formal debate are 

suspended, during which delegates can 

leave their seats. This time is used for 

delegates to build blocs and write draft 

resolutions.  

 Resolutions: require a set 

number of sponsors who worked on 

drafting the resolution, and a list of 

signatories who would like to see the 

resolution debated. Resolutions are 

presented by the sponsors of the draft 

resolution, after which a Q&A session 

will be held. 

Horace Mann Model United Nations Conference !6



TOPIC A: CHILD 
WITCHES 
ACCUSATIONS IN 
SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA 

Overview 
Although the issue is relatively 

isolated geographically, the problem of 

child witches in Sub-Saharan Africa 

being displaced affects thousand. In 

Nigeria alone, it is estimated that there 

are tens of thousands of children that 

have been accused of performing 

witchcraft. These children are then in 

turn cast out of their communities, left 

only to their own devices to survive.  1

To many, the idea of witchcraft with is 

a fantasy with no real-world 

repercussions. However, for those 

living in sub-Saharan Africa, many see 

witchcraft as an explanation to many of 

the hardships and natural phenomenon 

in their lives.  A study conducted in 2

2010 found that as much as 95% of 

those surveyed in the Ivory Coast 

claimed that they believed in 

witchcraft, while the average 

percentage of believers per country in 

sub-Saharan Africa was 55%. What is 

troubling about this is that when 

someone is accused of witchcraft, their 

lives do not continue as usual. Instead, 

they are almost always harassed and 

assaulted by their communities, 

sometimes leading to brutal deaths of 

those accused. Those who escape are 

left without homes and frequently 

debilitated for life. 

This phenomenon is not 

systematically reported or documented, 

which means that there are no reliable 

estimates of its extent. However, in the 

past 10 years, human rights reports and 

organizations working on this topic 

have reported an increase in the 

number of accusations of witchcraft, 
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increasingly targeting children.  For 3

some children, being accused of 

witchcraft could be their death 

sentence. Often, accused children are 

captured and tortured. Children who do 

manage to survive these attacks are left 

horribly maimed.  If the accused 4

children manage to survive the brutal 

attacks they are often the completely 

ostracized by their communities, if 

they do not escape for the purpose of 

their own safety first. Children are then 

left with emotional damage and a 

feeling of rejection from their 

community.  The struggles of those 5

accused of witchcraft do not end with 

their banishment or their maiming; one 

accusation can lead to lifelong damage 

and suffering. 

History 

In most traditions, there are two 

classifications of somebody who uses 

magic: the “thakathi” (often 

improperly translated into English as 

"witch") is a spiteful person who 

operates in secret to harm others and 

the “inyanga”, usually translated as 

"witch doctor", whose job is to heal 

illness and injury through herbalism 

and naturopathy, and to provide 

customers with magical items for 

everyday use. Historically, “witch 

smellers” were important and powerful 

people among the Zulu and other 

Bantu speaking peoples of Southern 

Africa. It is important to note that 

many of the Christianized parts of 

Africa still continue these aspects of 

their culture through the church, with 

priests filling the role of the witch 

doctors. 

 Historically, witch doctors were 

responsible for rooting out evil witches 

in the area, and were sometimes 

responsible for considerable bloodshed 

themselves. In present day South 

Africa, their role has waned and their 

activities are illegal, due to the fact that 

accusation cause tremendous damage 

to the lives of those accused.  The 6

South African Suppression of 

Witchcraft Act was passed in 1957, 

which not only forbade the use and 
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production of witchcraft and traditional 

South African medicine, but essentially 

made it illegal to “cry witch”. Many 

African nations do have laws against 

witchcraft, however that does not stop 

scores of thousands from being 

displaced do to accusations.   7

 Besides it being a stigma that 

refugees flee from after they are 

accused of being witches, but also 

death itself, many of the victims often 

murdered in brutal ways possible 

proceeding accusations. One example 

of this is was in 2008, when a mob of 

hundreds of men chased down a group 

of 8 young men in Kenya after rumors 

had circulated that the boys were using 

witchcraft. The group hacked the 

accused men to death with machetes 

for their suspected crimes.  Similarly, 8

in 2010, seven women were burned 

alive in Tanzania for being accused of 

witchcraft. Almost all of the victims 

were elderly women, and two dozen 

people were arrested in relation to the 

murders. However, not one of the 

people arrested was the witch doctor 

who levied the accusations in the first 

place. Witch doctors are some of the 

most respected members of their 

communities, and thus are often 

immune from repercussions.   9

 One of the most devastating 

parts of displacement due to witchcraft 

accusations is that many of the people 

forced to leave their homes are some of 

the people who would normally need 

the most help from their community. A 
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large amount of witchcraft accusations 

fall upon individuals who have 

preexisting medical or genetic 

disorders. One of the most afflicted 

groups are Albinos, who’s lives are 

constantly in danger in sub-Saharan 

due to superstitions about their 

condition. Many sub-Saharan cultures 

consider Albinos to have magical 

powers capable of witchcraft, and due 

to this phenomenon, they are often 

hunted down and murdered, often 

being dismembered and having their 

body parts sold on the black market. In 

2009, the Red Cross found that at least 

50 different albino’s body parts being 

sold on the black market.  Elderly 10

women often suffer greatly as well, 

such as in Ghana where many were 

forced to leave their homes after a 

wave of violence in Tamale erupted 

following a number of accusations.  11

Finally, one of the most afflicted 

groups is children. Children are 

dependent on others to take care of 

them, so when they are expelled from 

their community, often with preexisting 

illnesses/disabilities or life threatening 

wounds, their chance of survival is 

especially low.  12

 These accusations run parallel to 

a long history of abuse. Many 

individuals are severely beaten to try to 

cure them of their “witchcraft,” which 

is usually an explanation for naturally 

occurring illnesses and genetic 

disorders. This often exacerbates the 

issues of the victims (who are often 

children), as instead of receiving help 

for their ailments, they are maimed and 

tortured. Witchcraft can also be used as 

a rational to explained strained family 

relationships. Once someone is accused 

of witchcraft, at a bare minimum they 

are cut off from their families and 

communities. They are then forced to 

flee their communities for fear of being 

brutally murdered. 

Current Situation 

One of the places where this issue has 

the greatest influence is in the city of 

Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo, where it is estimated that 
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there is a minimum of 

20,000 individuals living on 

the streets due to these 

accusations. In 2014, SCWA 

supported a piece of research 

with 1000 pastors in 

Kinshasa. Almost 70% of 

them personally knew at 

least one child who had been 

accused of witchcraft.  Over 60% of 

the pastors reported that victims have 

personally suffered physical harm as a 

result of the accusation, and 85% said 

the victims were ostracized or shunned. 

Extrapolating from this, that means 

thousands of children have been 

beaten, burned, starved, and abandoned 

because they are believed to be witches 

– in one city alone.  These accusations 13

have the ability to destroy the lives of 

children, both socially and physically. 

The accusations of witchcraft 

themselves, although incredibly 

harmful to the community, are often 

perpetuated or even started by local 

priests.   Other times the rumors are 14

started by those within the accused’s 

family.   There are also many who 15

look to profit off accusations. 

Sometimes those that are accused are 

sent to a witch doctor’s camp. In these 

rare, isolated settlements, a spiritualist 

or village chief is believed to have the 

ability to drain the accused witch or 

wizard’s magic using rituals and 

potions. In these camps, accused 

children are also forced to perform 

chores for the doctor, and the “potions” 

are often designed to induce vomiting 

to purge the supposed evil spirits 

possessing the child. The services are 

not free either, and families are forced 

to pay the doctors for their services. If 

payments are not fully fulfilled, 

children are then essentially held 
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hostage until the payments are finally 

made.  It is important to note that in a 16

poll conducted amongst several sub-

Saharan African countries, those who 

said they believed in witchcraft rated 

their quality of life significantly worse 

than those who did not believe in the 

practice.  

In Ghana, there are actually 

refugee camps for people who have 

been accused of witchcraft. These 

provide a safe haven for individuals 

who have been expelled from their 

home and need to rely on a community 

as well as a sanctum to recover from 

emotional and physical trauma. The 

goal however is not to keep the 

accused witches in camps for the 

remainder of their entire lives. Instead, 

there is a growing movement to shut 

down the camps and reintegrate 

victims back into their communities. 

As of 2016, only one out of the six 

camps had actually been closed down. 

Despite genuine effort by Ghanan 

officials, most communities simply do 

not want to accept the victims back 

into their communities. This has raised 

legitimate doubts as to how effective 

the government can be in helping solve 

the issue.  17

The issue of witchcraft is too 

specific just to be handled by the 

international communities as it deals 

with relatively geographically isolated 

populations living in a handful of 

countries. Looking into the countries 

where this issue is the most prominent, 

their governments are often too 

ineffective and poor to bring about the 

level of change needed to combat this. 

The same is often true about the 

specific communities where witchcraft 

accusations run rampant; communities 

are often too poor to be able to handle 

an issue with so many implications. In 

addition to not having all of the 

resources necessary, many 

communities are unaware that a change 

needs to be made. In fact, some of the 

most powerful institutions within the 

communities most affected by child 

witchcraft accusations profit directly 

from it. 
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Possible Solutions 
The issue of witchcraft is too specific 

just to be handled by the international 

communities as it deals with relatively 

geographically isolated populations 

living in a handful of countries. 

Looking into the countries where this 

issue is the most prominent, their 

governments are often too ineffective 

and poor to bring about the level of 

change needed to combat this. The 

same is often true about the specific 

communities where witchcraft 

accusations run rampant; communities 

are often too poor to be able to handle 

an issue with so many implications. In 

addition to not having all of the 

resources necessary, many 

communities are unaware that a change 

needs to be made. In fact, some of the 

most powerful institutions within the 

communities most affected by child 

witchcraft accusations profit directly 

from it. The best approach to this issue 

would be to raise awareness to the rest 

of the world about the severity of these 

accusations, as that will in turn enact 

more non-government organizations to 

get involved. There also needs to be 

more specifics and statistics about the 

number and condition of those 

displaced, especially in places like 

Kinshasa, where some of the greatest 

populations of victims live. Finally, the 

committee must work together with 

African governments to ensure that 

anti-witchcraft laws are being enforced 

as vigilantly as possible. 

Bloc Positions 
Although the entire committee will 

want to negate the negative effects that 

witchcraft accusations have on the 

lives of thousands in sub-Saharan 

Africa, there are several main bloc 

stances that the committee should look 

to form. The first would be as coalition 

of countries in Africa who have legally 

banned witchcraft accusations, but still 

deal with accusations within their own 

borders. The second bloc will most 

likely consist of irreligious countries 

who are souls concerned with 
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protecting the victims of accusations 

and preventing them from happening in 

the first place. This bloc will most 

likely be led by countries such as The 

United States of America, The People’s 

Republic of China, France and The 

United Kingdom. Finally, religious 

countries in and out of Africa will look 

too find some sort of compromise in 

protecting the culture and practice of 

witchcraft and protecting victims of 

accusations. 

Questions to Consider 
1. What are the best way to ensure 

that current victims get the aid 

they need? 

2. How can the committee make 

sure that the number of 

accusations decrease over time? 

3. Where should the line between 

respecting cultures and traditions 

and protecting the lives of 

innocent individuals? 

4. How can the committee increase 

the living standards of victims of 

witchcraft accusations in large 

cities like Kinshasa? How can 

they be integrated into their new 

society? 

5. Is it realistic to move people out 

of refugee camps back into their 

old communities after they have 

been ostracized? 

TOPIC B: SEX 
TRAFFICKING IN THE 
REFUGEE CRISIS 

Overview 
It is not uncommon for one to think of 

sex trafficking and refugees as two 

unrelated topics. However, the 

unfortunate reality is that the two are 

closely linked. The vulnerable state of 

many refugees leaves them susceptible 

to sex trafficking. For those fleeing 

conflicts in the Middle East, migration 

to Europe is often the best solution for 

many unable to support themselves or 

their families. According to the 

International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), at least 1,883 

migrants died in 2017; 70 percent 
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while attempting to cross the 

Mediterranean Sea. The conditions in 

which migrant’s travel can not only be 

deadly, but also open venues through 

which they can become ensnared in sex 

trafficking rings. Migrants are often 

captured and forced into sex work, 

however it is not uncommon for 

refugees to willingly become sex 

worker. For many, this type of work 

can be lucrative, and it does not require 

foreign language skills and does not 

require foreign documentation. 

However, upon agreeing to work, many 

refugees are abused and treated like 

slaves, which makes their situation 

extensively worse.  18

 As the 2016 Trafficking in 

Persons (TIP) report highlights, 

“[Traffickers] prey on those who lack 

security and opportunity, coerce or 

deceive them to gain control, and then 

profit from their compelled service.” 

Around the globe, there are many 

groups highly susceptible to being 

victimized by human trafficking; one 

of the most vulnerable of these are 

refugees.  The world is currently 19

experiencing a number of mass 

refugee’s crisis in Syria, Myanmar, 

South Sudan, Afghanistan and so on. 
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Missing identity documentation and 

varying degrees of implementation of 

the 1951 U.N. Refugee Convention in 

countries of first asylum handicap the 

few human rights accessible to 

refugees. In most cases, the legal right 

to work and education are not 

guaranteed, exacerbating the already 

desperate economic state of many 

refugees. Due to the Syrian refugee 

crisis alone, 4.8 million people have 

been rendered refugees and nearly all 

of them are acutely vulnerable to 

human trafficking. According to 

UNICEF, children as young as three 

years old are working and 2.8 million 

do not have access to education. The 

U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 

describe the crisis as the “biggest 

humanitarian and refugee crisis of our 

time.” Host countries’ infrastructures 

are buckling under the strain, forcing 

refugees to rely on smugglers, 

treacherous migrant routes, and quasi-

impossible border crossings in a 

continual search for protection.  20

 All of these conditions, 

including the fact that many refugees 

are unaccompanied minors, create an 

environment for enslavement and 

human trafficking to thrive. Many 

unaccompanied young refugees have 

entered the sex industry as a 

result having no other means to support 

themselves.  CNN reported there are 21

around 1200 unaccompanied minors 

living on the streets of Greece with no 

place to stay, however some believe 

that number to be much higher. Other 

reports suggest approximately 10,000 

unaccompanied refugee minors are 

unaccounted for and may have been 

trafficked by underground criminal 

networks.  This data is flawed of 22

course, due to the fact that there is no 

way for us to truly know how many 

refugees are have been forced into the 

sex trade without accurate 

documentation. 

History 

The history of sex trafficking and 

refugee crisis has a history composed 
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of three main subtopics: the increase in 

the global number of refugees, the 

history of international sex trafficking 

and where the two intertwine. The 

number of people displaced globally 

reached a record high in 2016, with a 

staggering 1/113 people globally being 

considered refugees. (insert image 1) 

This number has been steadily 

increasing for over twenty years. 

 The largest single contributor to 

the global refugee population would be 

Syria. One of the most infamous geo-

political quagmires of the decade, the 

Syrian civil war has displaced millions. 

In 2016 alone, 5.5 million people fled 

the gruesome conflict in Syria and 

headed to other countries in the Middle 

East and Europe. Although the tragic 

situation of the Syrian people if well 

known in the world today, it is just one 

of the many sources of conflict that are 

the genesis of many of the world’s 

refugees. Countries such as 

Afghanistan, Somalia, South Sudan, 

Myanmar, DRC, Colombia and several 

others have all been plagued by 

conflict causing people to flee their 

homes and seek refuge elsewhere in 

the world.  23
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 There are three factors 

contributing to the staggering increase 

in refugees over the past several years. 

The first is caused by the number of 

ongoing conflicts commencing 

international. A total of 21 total 

countries currently engaged in some 

type of conflict, most of them with no 

clear end in sight. The second factor is 

the fact that as these conflicts expand, 

they drag what were previously 

considered safe living spaces into their 

own sphere of influence. This means 

that refugees have to spend longer 

periods of time searching for legitimate 

places to resettle once they have been 

forced to leave their homes. Finally, 

increasing global animosity towards 

refugees has led to a build up of 

refugees without a place to go. This has 

forced many refugees to break laws 

and cross borders illegally to seek 

refuge, which further worsens the 

public image of refugees.  24

 While the international 

community has been debating about 

the best way to deal with refugees, 

many have sought to exploit their 

desperate situations for their own 

personal gain. Human trafficking has 

greatly profited from the worlds 

inability to deal with the refugee crisis, 

and is defined as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harboring or 

receipt of persons by means of 

extortion. In most cases, many people 

involved with human trafficking are 

forced into prostitution. The UN has 

long fought against this atrocity, 

making it one of the first matters 

discussed after its founding. In 1949, 

the United Nations adopted a new 

international agreement on the traffic 

of women and girls entitled, the 

Convention for the Suppression of the 

Traffic in Persons and of the 

Exploitation of the Prostitution of 

Others. It incorporated the new human 

rights language of dignity and worth of 

a person. Across the world, awareness 

of trafficking has continual increased, 

and the attitude has changed from 

seeing the sex workers of human 

trafficking rinks seen as criminals to 
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them being seen as victims. Despite 

past global efforts, the issue continues 

to persist. Even countries like the 

Netherlands and Germany, where the 

legalization of prostitution was 

supposed to eliminate sex trafficking, 

are discovering that traffickers still 

control much of the sex trade.  25

 Over time, it has become more 

difficult to identify and register 

refugees, and to differentiate them 

from other migrant populations. 

Without identification and registration 

refugees are left legally vulnerable. 

This situation is much worse in the 

case of non-Urban refugees, as living 

in a city can provide access to work 

opportunities and social communities 

for support. Camp-based refugees are 

often isolated economically, and on 

average live in poorer living conditions 

than those who are able to make their 

ways into an urban setting. Either way, 

barriers to legitimate economic activity 

for camp-based or urban refugees can 

result in their turning to unauthorized 

or illegal means to secure resources. 

Not only are refugees easily 

exploitable as workers because of their 

desperate life circumstances, but their 

situation puts them in greater risk of 

contact with criminal activity. 

 Often when refugees are fleeing, 

they must pass through miles of 

treacherous areas marked by conflict. 

Zones of conflict are often responsible 

for creating human rights violations on 

a mass scale. War lords may run 

criminal enterprises to fund their 

activities; criminals take advantage of 

the absolute powerlessness of civilian 

populations to extend and expand their 

exploitative actions. Men and women 

that are refugees face extremely 

elevated levels of sexual violence. For 

many, sexual violence is an element of 

the persecution they fear or have lived 

through. Survival sex is when an 

individual exchanges sexual services 

for some sort of assistance, usual to 

protect or provide for one’s family, and 

it is a feature of refugee life in some 

countries of asylum. This is 

particularly the case before assistance 
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and protection are established for a 

refugee.  26

Current Situation 
Today, there are millions of refugees 

susceptible to becoming victims of sex 

trafficking. One of the places that 

currently is suspected of having some 

of the highest rates of trafficking of 

refugees is Europe. Hundreds of 

children, some of the most vulnerable 

refugees, enter Europe every day in 

search of asylum. Europe is 

responsible for the intake of 1/5 of the 

worlds refugees. However, at least 

10,000 unaccompanied children have 

dropped off the radar of official 

agencies since arriving in Europe, the 

EU police agency reported in January. 

German authorities reported earlier this 

year that 4,700 children had been lost 

to officials, while up to 10 children a 

week are reported missing in Sweden. 

In Italy, there has also been a sharp 

increase of human trafficking victims 

that have made their way from Nigeria. 

The Italian authorities have reported a 

300% annual increase in the number of 

Nigerian victims of trafficking. This 

brings up the question if it is simply 

enough just to take in refugees; even 

after they have made their way into an 

asylum country they are still at risk.  27

 In Libya, West African refugees 

are taken captive on their way to 

Europe and sold as sex slaves. Most 

refugees stranded in Libya come from 

West Africa, from countries such as 

Nigeria, Guinea, Burkina Faso or Ivory 

Coast. Additionally, many Eritreans 

and Somalians are also among those 

who hope to find a better future in 

Europe. Oftentimes they use a route 

crossing Niger's desert city of Agadez, 

where they encounter human 

traffickers, who promise to get them to 

the Mediterranean Coast and on to 

Europe. That journey, however, often 

ends in Libya.  Some refugees are 28

extorted by smugglers or flat-out 

abducted, however once refugees from 

Western Africa find themselves being 

held by Libyan traffickers, they are 

tortured and forced into prostitution.  29
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 Many terrorist organization use 

sex trafficking as a means of funding. 

Organizations such as Boko Haram are 

infamous for abducting women and 

forcing them into sex slavery. 

Difficulty in defending Nigeria’s 

extended borders has allowed 

traffickers and pimps, as well as groups 

like Boko Haram, to exploit this 

weakness and cross borders 

unimpeded; hence the fact that Nigeria 

serves as a capacious hub for human 

trafficking. Every year, thousands of 

Nigerian women and children are 

trafficked abroad to Italy, Malaysia, 

and various European nations to serve 

as prostitutes and drug mules for their 

traffickers.  ISIS also is known to 30

capture and enslave individuals for the 

purpose of prostitution. The terrorist 

organization’s attack on the Yazidi 

people has seen thousands of women 

and children abducted and used and 

sex slaves.  31
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Possible Solutions 
It is critical that refugee resettlement 

programs, international and domestic, 

work on finding steady work for 

refugees and viable asylum. This 

would be highly impactful and prevent 

many refugees from falling into the 

dark and dangerous world of sex 

trafficking, however it is much easier 

said than done. The global attitude 

towards accepting and aiding refugees 

has become increasingly negative, 

especially in Europe and the United 

States. In addition, care needs to be 

provided to refugees who are victims 

of sex trafficking. They should not be 

punished for being abused or fear 

deportation, causing them to keep 

quiet. In many cases, the fear of being 

apprehended keeps refugees from 

seeking emergency medical care. 

Finally, countries need to adjust their 

legal system so that instead of 

punishing refugees, they empower 

them to come forth and bring justice to 

their abusers. This is both helpful to the 

refugees and the countries as a whole, 

as it allows them to seek out the 

violators of basic human rights within 

their own borders. 

Bloc Positions 
There will most likely be two different 

bloc positions in the committee. The 

first consist of countries who have 

relatively open policy in terms of 

immigration and most likely would be 

willing to take the steps necessary in 

order to make sure that refugees get the 

assistance that they need within their 

borders. This bloc would likely consist 

of countries such as Germany, Sweden 

and Canada. The second will mainly be 

countries that want to take in less 

refugees. This bloc will most likely 

want to discuss alternate options to 

helping the refugees who are victims of 

sex trafficking such as resolving 

conflicts, providing aid and protection 

and preventing smuggling of peoples 

by increasing border security. This bloc 

could consist of countries such as the 

United States of America, Turkey and 

Greece. 
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Questions to Consider 
1. What are the best ways to shut 

down sex trafficking networks? 

2. How can the committee ensure that 

economic opportunities are 

available to refugees, which would 

aid in preventing them from 

becoming involved in sex 

trafficking? 

3. How can countries insure safe 

passage for refugees and prevent 

them from crossing paths with sex 

traffickers? 

4. Would increasing border security 

help or hinder refugees forced into 

sex trafficking? On the one hand, it 

would keep them from being 

moved in and out of countries and 

away from help, but on the other 

hand it could prevent them from 

getting asylum. 

5. To what extent can countries truly 

support refugees within their own 

borders? 
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