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DEAR DELEGATES, 

 It is our pleasure to welcome you to Horace Mann’s 32nd 
Annual Model United Nations Conference, HoMMUNC XXXII!  
Since 1985, HoMMUNC has brought together future world 
leaders in a day full of intellect, discourse, and compromise.  The 
conference engages academically minded high school and middle 
school students to contemplate and discuss imperative global 
concerns.  We are honored to have inherited the responsibility of 
organizing this conference for all of you, the over 1000 delegates 
that will attend HoMMUNC this year. We hope you are excited 
as we are for the conference to begin! 

 We encourage you to deeply explore your topics and arrive 
at HoMMUNC prepared to engage in the discourse of your 
committees and truly involve yourself in the negotiation process, 
regardless of your age or experience in Model UN.  Each 
committee is comprised of a wide-ranging group of delegates and 
will address a pressing global issue.  We challenge you to delve 
deep into your topics and think innovatively.  Take this 
opportunity to learn as much as you can, create the best solutions 
possible, and lead your committee to a world-changing 
resolution. 

 Model United Nations has played a tremendous role in our 
lives over the past three years, and we are thrilled to share this 
activity with all of you.  It has been our pleasure preparing 
HoMMUNC XXXII along with our dedicated junior and senior 
staff over the past six months.  We hope you have an enriching 
and enjoyable experience at the conference.   

Sincerely, 
JENNA FREIDUS, VALERIE MAIER, AND EVAN MEGIBOW 
Secretaries-General 
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Valerie Maier 

Evan Megibow 
Secretaries-General 

Samuel Harris 
Jacqueline Lee 
Radhika Mehta 

Directors-General 

Bliss Beyer 
Heath Bleustein 
Charlie Hayman 

Joshua Doolan 
Arianna Läufer 

Joanne Wang 
Jada Yang 

Senior Executive Board 

James Berg 
Julia Hornstein 
Alexa Watson 

Middle Division Officers 

Shant Amerkanian 
Connor Morris 

Lauren Port 
Conference Coordinators 

Adam Bleustein 
Samuel Puckowitz 

Junior Executive Board 

James Chang 
Arul Kapoor 

Eli Laufer 
George Loewenson 

Sajan Mehrota 
Ben Metzner 

Gustie Owens 
Staff 

Aaron Thompson 
Mitchell Francis 

Faculty Advisors
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HI! 

My name is Jada Yang and I will be your chair. I am 
currently a senior and I’ve been doing Model UN for two years. 
My hobbies include dancing, reading, and obsessing over my 
cat, Cookie. I’m also a huge film fanatic and my favorite movies 
are the prestige and moonrise kingdom. In addition to doing 
MUN, I'm the president of the sustainability club, which 
implements green initiatives around the school, such as reducing 
the use of plastics. I also teach adaptive dance to children with 
down syndrome at a local center, "Gigi's Playhouse". I am really 
excited to see everyone participate in lively debate! 

See you in October! 
JADA YANG 
jada_yang@horacemann.org 
Chair, UNDP
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COMMITTEE 
BACKGROUND AND 
PROCEDURE 

This committee will 

proceed as a normal general 

assembly with a couple of slight 

modifications. There will be 

three types of debate: speakers’ 

list, moderated caucus, and the 

unmoderated caucus. The 

committee will open with a 

speakers’ list, where delegates 

will be able to debate which 

topic to discuss and give their 

stances on the issue. The 

speaking time will be 

determined by the committee. A 

moderated caucus is an 

opportunity for delegates to give 

their views on a more specific 

topic in front of the entire 

committee for a designated time. 

An unmoderated caucus is a time 

when delegates can talk to each 

other and begin writing 

resolutions in smaller groups. 

There will be occasional news 

updates which will be based off 

of the decisions of the 

committee. These updates 

should provide more topics for 

discussion throughout the 

committee sessions. Everyone 

will be encouraged to speak 

throughout committee sessions. 

At first, a speakers list and 

moderated caucuses will be 

encouraged, and as blocs form, 

more unmoderated caucuses will 

be accepted. We ask that all 

delegates remain serious about 

this topic while following the 

policies of the countries you will 

represent. 

!  
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TOPIC A: FOOD CRISIS IN 
AFRICA 

Overview 
 Many of the people living in the 

Horn of Africa are faced with a food 

crisis. This crisis spans from Sudan to 

Kenya. The food scarcity is partially 

caused by a drought which is believed 

to be a part of the El Niño weather 

pattern.  El Niño has caused a two year 1

long drought in the region. The area 

lacks the infrastructure to provide for 

its people in times of unusual weather 

patterns. The region has suffered for 

centuries with food insecurity. The 

food insecurity is also troubled by a 

lack of donors in the region.  Many 2

surrounding countries are hesitant to 

donate due their governments are using 

much of their funds on military 

resources due to regional conflicts.  3

Surrounding countries are also faced 

with their own issues with food 

insecurity. There are an estimated 

300,000 children in Somalia alone who 

are in need of immediate help.  The 4

Guardian also states that around 50 

million people in total are at risk in 

what they consider the worst food 

crisis since 1985. “The UN reported 

that $650,000,000 are needed and a 

reported 7.9m tons of food are needed 

immediately.”   This committee must 5

address the proper allocation of funds 

donated. Although many non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) 

are willing to help, they are not able to 

do so. There is a significant amount of 

corruption in these countries. In this 

food crisis, the people most affected 

are the poorest and those without jobs, 

as they will be unable to pay for the 

little food that exists in their countries. 

Food prices are up in most of these 

countries with grain prices being 

around “75 percent higher than a year 

earlier” according to the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations.  Many donor countries are 6

described as “exhausted” by the 

Guardian; therefore, the poor are in 

need of greater international support.  
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Aid workers must push to 

solve this problem quickly. 

There are large and lasting 

effects of malnutrition on the 

bodies of children and adults 

alike. There was a paper 

published in the International 

Journal of Environmental 

Research and Public Health 

which goes in depth as to the 

effects of malnutrition on the 

human body. In their conclusions 

section, they write, “The most 

consistent findings are an 

increased susceptibility to 

accumulate fat mostly in the 

central region of the body, lower 

fat oxidation, lower energy 

expenditure, insulin resistance 

and a higher risk of diabetes in 

adulthood, hypertension, 

dyslipidemia and a lowered 

working capacity of manual 

workers, among other 

physiological impairments.”  7

The lowered working capacity 

can also negatively impact the 

agricultural workforce. 

Malnourishment can create 

prolonging effects on those who 

suffer through it. 

The food shortage issue is 

exacerbated by the lack of rain. 

Without rain, many livestock 

farmers are forced to kill their 

livestock due to the lack of 

proper pastures and water 

supplies. The Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations states that 

“forcible culls mean animals 

command lower prices, leaving 

pastoralists with even less 

income to purchase basic 
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foodstuffs.”  This killing of 8

livestock decreases the 

possibility of food security over 

a long period of time. The FAO 

discusses the large importance of 

livestock to the stability of many 

developing countries. They state 

that dairy production has proved 

to be an effective way for poorer 

farmers to gain a steady income 

in India and how many banks in 

Bangladesh provide loans for 

many of the poorer to purchase 

livestock to create their own 

income and help provide more 

food for the people.  They also 9

mention, “In mixed-farming 

systems, livestock reduce the 

risks associated with crop 

production. They also represent 

liquid assets that can be realized 

at any time, adding further 

stability to the production 

system.”  With these forced 10

killings of their livestock, it is 

clear that the region is largely 

unstable.  

History 

 One obstacle which aid workers 

must overcome are the terror groups 

and local oppositions such as Al-

Shabaab. Al-Shabaab is an Islamic 

militant group based in Somalia which 

is an affiliate of Al-Qaeda.  The 11

Guardian mentions the tight grip of Al-

Shabaab when they say, “More than 

two million people – a fifth of the 

population of Somalia – live in areas 

controlled by Al-Shabaab. The 

extremist group has repeatedly 

attacked aid workers and continues to 

launch daily strikes against 

government targets.”  Al-Shabaab 12

used to allow for Islamic organizations 

to provide aid to the people of Somalia, 

but now they have decided to bar all 

aid due to suspicion of the affiliations 

of the aid agencies.  13

In South Sudan, a very 

young country, there is a large 

amount of turmoil which many 

believe is the source of their 

problem. Hostilities started when 

their president dismissed the 
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vice president of the country due 

to fear of a coup.  The main 14

combatants are the parts of the 

military who are loyal to the 

president, Salva Kiir, and the 

former vice president, Riek 

Machar. The fighting has lead to 

the sexual assault on many 

women and children as many 

troops have raped victims before 

killing them.  This instability 15

has drawn many of the farmers 

into the war. There were a large 

amount of people involved in the 

agriculture business, but the 

governmental instability 

continues to disrupt the ability of 

farmers to produce food on their 

lands safely.  Another problem 16

that must be faced in South 

Sudan is the disregard of 

traditional safe zones, such as 

hospitals, religious institutions, 

and united nations protected 

sites. Approximately 34 United 

Nations staff members have 

been killed in the conflict in 

South Sudan.  The sites also 17

report that the government’s 

military and associated militias 

have attacked and harassed 

people coming to and leaving 

United Nations sites. This 

harassment has taken shape in 

the form of looting and raping.  18

All of this instability due to 

military action and political 

confusion has lead to the food 

crisis in South Sudan. 

Nigeria’s Food Crisis is 

due to a problem similar to that 

of Somalia. They both face 
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militant terrorist groups. Boko 

Haram is to Nigeria as Al-

Shabaab is to Somalia. Boko 

Haram started out as a militant 

group which opposed western or 

secular education and culture.   19

They believe that the 

government of Nigeria is run by 

non-believers. Nigeria is Africa’s 

second largest economy, which 

differentiates its problem from 

that of Somalia.  Rather than 20

caring to gain the support of 

poor farmers, Boko Haram 

decided to forcefully take over 

land to try to establish a 

caliphate.  They pillaged food, 21

poisoned water supplies, and 

stole livestock. They also have 

been reported to only give food 

in land they have claimed to 

their members. Boko Haram also 

renounced its relations to al-

Qaeda and they have become an 

extension of the Islamic State. 

As Boko Haram has been known 

to steal food and attack the 

defenseless, it is important to 

include specifics as to how you 

plan to deal with them. 

Current Situation 

 Yemen faces a poor economy, 

political conflict, and the terrorist 

group al-Qaeda. The BBC explains that 

Yemen has had “a war between forces 

loyal to the internationally-recognised 

government of President Abdrabbuh 

Mansour Hadi and those allied to the 

Houthi rebel movement.”  Iran has 22

also chosen to back the Houthi rebel 

group which continues to attempt to 

spread across the poor nation of 

Yemen.  Saudi jets have also bombed 23

fishermen’s boats in attempts to curb 

the spread of the Houthi rebels.  This 24

has lead many fishermen to stop going 

out every morning to catch fish to feed 

themselves and their families. Yemen is 

also plagued with governmental 

corruption and unemployment which 

both contribute to their food shortage. 

Without jobs, many of the poor in 

Yemen are unable to afford the 
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skyrocketing price of food. Aid 

workers will also have to be cautious in 

a way similar to that of Somalia in that 

they must make sure that funds are 

properly allocated due to the history of 

governmental corruption. 

A declaration of famine is 

a plea for help, leading to 

hesitation before declaration. An 

early declaration could be 

considered unnecessary, but 

failing to declare a famine could 

cause many deaths across a 

country. This is why many 

governments fail to properly 

diagnose when their country is 

experiencing a famine. To avoid 

confusion as to when a famine 

should be declared, the United 

Nations defined famine as a time 

in which: 

1.    At least twenty 

percent of the country is not able 

to consume enough food for an 

average person to live 

healthfully, which is 2100 

calories per day. 

2.    When greater than 

thirty percent of children suffer 

acute malnutrition. 

3.    When two deaths per 

10,000 people occur every day 

or four child deaths per 10,000 

children every day.  25

Possible Solutions 
 The committee should try to 

further educate the global community 

about how dire of a situation a famine 

is. The Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs of the United 

Nations (OCHA) has recently posted a 

large amount of statistics about the 

famines across Africa. This is an 

information pamphlet posted by OCHA 

as a business guide which details some 

facts about the problems that countries 

across Africa are facing. The facts 

about the current famines are as 

follows:  

a.North-East Nigeria: 5.1 million 

people urgently need food and 

livelihoods assistance, 450,000 
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children are suffering severe acute 

malnutrition. 

b. South Sudan:100,000 people are 

already facing famine, 1 million people 

are just shy of famine, 5 million people 

need food and other aid immediately,

270,000 children are suffering severe 

acute malnutrition. 

c. Somalia: Close to 3 million people 

urgently need food and other aid, 

185,000 children are suffering severe 

acute malnutrition 

d. Yemen: 7.3 Million people urgently 

need food assistance, 462,000 children 

are suffering severe acute 

malnutrition.  26

Bloc Positions 
Western bloc 
 The United States, 

Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 

and the nations of Europe are 

involved in assisting in the 

African food crisis. 

The Middle East 
Countries in the Middle 

East have not been involved in 

the African food crisis and many 

have no desire to aid Africa 

during this difficult time. 

Developing Countries 
 Developing nations lack 

the necessary resources, 

although they may be supportive 

of different actions to help the 

food crisis. 

Africa 
 As Africa is directly affected by 

the food crisis, they do not possess the 

necessary resources to help themselves.  

African countries require support from 

the UN and international allies to assist 

them in improving their living 

conditions. 

Questions to Consider 
1. How will funds be 

properly managed so that 

they are going to their 

intended groups of 

people? 

2. What will be your way of 

protecting your plan from 

the terrorist group Al-

Shabaab? 
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3. How will you encourage 

other countries to get 

involved in the solution? 

4. How will you make sure 

that this problem is known 

and understood around the 

globe? 

5.  How can nations with 

different viewpoints come 

together to reach a 

common plan? 

TOPIC B: CHILD LABOR 
IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES 

Overview 
 Child labor is a serious issue 

across the globe. The UNDP’s previous 

goal for education under the 

Millennium Development goals stated 

that all children would have been 

enrolled in primary school by 2015.  27

This is yet to be achieved. Child labor 

is the main reason that this goal was 

not able to be achieved. Around the 

world “about 60 million under-17-year-

olds are involved in global 

agriculture.” Many other children are 

involved in mining. UNICEF estimates 

that 246 million children are engaged 

in child labor. Another large issue is the 

involvement of many children in the 

supplying factories of large 

multinational companies including 

Apple, Samsung, and Google.

History 
 There are children who live in 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

who are involved in the mining 

business of cobalt, which is vital for 

batteries used in cell phones. There are 

estimated to be 40,000 child miners 

working in the southern DRC.  These 28

children either sift through large piles 

of mined ore for cobalt or participate in 

the actual mining of the ore 

underground in unsafe tunnels. This 
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mining is hazardous because exposure 

to cobalt can leave lasting medical 

effects. The CDC wrote the following 

about the effects of over exposure to 

cobalt:

“Workers who breathed air 

containing 0.038 mg cobalt/m3 (about 

100,000 times the concentration 

normally found in ambient air) for 6 

hours had trouble breathing. Serious 

effects on the lungs, including asthma, 

pneumonia, and wheezing, have been 

found in people exposed to 0.005 mg 

cobalt/m3 while working with hard 

metal, a cobalt tungsten carbide alloy. 

People exposed to 0.007 mg cobalt/m3 

at work have also developed allergies 

to cobalt that resulted in asthma and 

skin rashes.” 29

50% of the world’s cobalt is 

sourced from the DRC. These 30

children work long hours for low pay 

equating to around one to two USD per 

day.31

Often the cost of education 

limits participation among the poor. In 

developing countries it may be too 

difficult for a family to afford books, 

transportation, and other materials 

needed for school. Instead, families 

may choose to invest in the health of 

the child so they can perform manual 

labor to earn a living. The unfortunate 

aspect of this is that an increase in 

wages alone is not enough to allow 

children to go to school. A study from 

QUT Business school states that “as 

wages rise, child labor rises in families 

who find schooling too expensive. 

Only after income reaches a certain 

‘threshold’ level, does schooling 

become affordable and child labor start 

to fall.”32

3 million Syrian children have 

had limited exposure to education due 

to their displacement.  As many 33

Syrians fled the civil war, they found 

asylum in countries across Europe. 

One country, in particular, which has 

been highlighted for their ineffective 

policies is Turkey. The Turkish 

government has been unable to provide 

enough to the refugees for the children 

to be able to go to school. Instead, 
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many children are forced to work in 

sweatshops and unsafe factories 

laboring for below the Turkish 

minimum wage because they do not 

possess proper working permits. More 

than 400,000 children are not attending 

schools in Turkey because not all 

refugees are able to live in the 

designated refugee camps. Many are 

living in poverty due to the lack of 

stable work to provide for the basic 

necessities of life including food, 

water, transportation, and shelter. 

A large population of child 

laborers works in Afghanistan’s brick 

kilns. These children can be compared 

to indentured servants or one could 

even go as far to say modern day 

slaves. They are brought into the kilns 

usually due to the debts of their parents 

owed to kiln owners. The New York 

Times describes a story of a family in 

the Surkh Rod District. It describes 

how the father of the family took out a 

loan from a brick kiln owner to marry 

someone, and he originally owed 

10,000 rupees.  Since his labor at the 34

kiln is unable to pay for his family 

expenses and his debt, his debt has 

continued to grow and will eventually 

be passed down to his children. This 

debt has now grown to around 150,000 

rupees which is approximately 2,300 

USD. This accumulation of debt will 

continue and be passed on from 

generation to generation, dooming 

whole families and forcing them to 

work in the brick kilns. If the workers 

are unable to make enough money 

from their work to pay off their debts, 

which most are unable to do, then they 

will be forced to bring in other family 

members to help out or to serve as 

collateral. This is a modern form of 

slavery because the kiln owners 
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provide loans with large interest rates 

to people in need, and they provide 

them with a job which will never allow 

them to pay their debts. This forces 

their children to carry on the debt of 

their parents. 

Child labor does not only 

occur in smaller, and less wealthy 

developing countries, but rather it also 

occurs in larger countries too. China 

recently has come under fire for the 

large amount of employment of 

children in the manufacturing sector. 

Foxconn, a large manufacturing 

company which has factories in china, 

recently admitted to hiring children as 

young as 14 as interns. They also 

report that interns account for 2.7% of 

the 1.2 million employees that they 

have in China.  India is a country that 35

faces problems similar to that of China. 

There is a large amount of children 

who are employed illegally, especially 

for the production of cotton and 

clothing for the garment industry. 

Approximately 500,000 kids, with 

most of them being girls, are employed 

in the cotton fields of India.  UNICEF 36

India stated that “Poverty and a lack of 

livelihood options lead to a child’s 

‘need’ to contribute to the family 

income.”  This is a pattern  which can 37

be seen across many countries which 

use child labor. Unfortunately this 

cycle of poverty and forced child labor 

is vicious and unforgiving. This also 

relates to the brick kilns in that if a 

child inherits a debt from their parents, 

odds are they will have to pass this 

same debt on to their children. As time 

goes on, this cycle of poverty or debt is 

bound to continue to grow as more and 

more children are taken away from 

schools to work. 

Current Situation 
The issue of children working 

textile mills is partly the unsafe 

working conditions and partially the 

inability for them to receive an 

education which would give them a 

better chance at getting a job. There 

was a paper published by the Indian 

Journal of Community Health. In this 
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study, they analyze the effects on the 

body after working in a textile mill. 

They wrote the following in their paper 

in the findings section: “most of the 

workers have been affected by 

respiratory problems, increase in 

muscle tone, eye problems and 

musculoskeletal problem. It has been 

also observed that job security or 

regular work impacts positively to the 

worker’s long term body health.”  38

 Although job security proves to 

positively impact one’s health, the 

negative effects of respiratory issues, 

eye problems, and musculoskeletal 

problems. In this paper, the researchers 

also discuss in depth the amount at 

which these problems can be seen. 

They report that only one tenth of all 

workers have normal lung function, 

with 60% of workers displaying 

asthmatic tendencies and 25% showing 

symptoms of chronic bronchitis.  The 39

researchers also outline how the textile 

mills impact the muscular tone of the 

workers over time with results showing 

that the muscular tone of the workers 

tended to deteriorate over time. On top 

of this, 73% of all the workers 

surveyed complained of muscular and 

body pain.  The other large finding of 40

this paper is the revelation that 

eyesight deterioration increases over 

time for textile mill workers involved 

in work requiring “immense 

concentration and attention to detail.”  41

The paper provides suggestions such as 

improvements to working conditions, 

but it will be up to the committee to 

decide what work children should be 

allowed to do.

Some companies have 

implemented policies which address 

the supply chain from which their 

products come from. One good 

example is H&M. They have set up a 

part of their company which checks the 

suppliers compliance with their policy 

of no child labor in their supply 

chain.  They work alongside local 42

doctors and auditors to check out 

anyone who seems to look unusually 

young. If one person is found to be 

under the legal working age of a 
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country, H&M will resolve the issue 

with the supplier, but the second time a 

child laborer is discovered, they then 

will not use the supplier again.  This 43

policy ensures compliance while 

leaving room for one careless error.  

Possible Solutions 
 Child labor is an epidemic which 

continues to exist across the world. 

Developing countries are most 

impacted by the effects of child labor. 

Child labor is known to rob children of 

their potential if they were to receive 

an education.  Many are forced to 44

work in dangerous environments to 

create or discover things that are seen 

as a basic necessity in more wealthy 

countries. Many of these children are 

also paid megar wages for their hard 

manual work which robs them of their 

education and childhood. Reid Maki, 

Director of the Child Labor Coalition 

in Washington, DC, said in an 

interview, “Ending this disease, child 

labor, takes ending the cycle of poverty 

by changing the mindsets of 

populations. Education is the antidote, 

the key to ending child labor.”  With 45

this in mind, the committee must 

proceed to write legislation to achieve 

the sustainable development goals to 

also avoid the fate that loomed for the 

unsuccessful millennium development 

goals. 

Bloc Positions 
Europe and North America 
 The countries in this bloc are the 

most developed, and therefore have the 

least instances of child labor.  These 

countries are working towards 

combatting child labor, and are in 

support of any resolutions that include 

programs to end child labor.  These 

nations already provide resources to 

assist NGOs and resource-lacking 

countries in order to discourage child 

labor.

Africa
Many African countries are 

developing, and thus lack economic 

stability.  This region is in need of cost-

effective solutions to the child labor 
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crisis, as Africa does not possess the 

infrastructure to produce other methods 

of gaining a labor force.  However, it 

has been difficult for African countries 

to find cost-effective solutions to child 

labor. 

Latin America and the Caribbean
Some, but not all, Latin 

American countries are pushing against 

child labor.  Child labor in this region 

is generally in the agricultural sector, 

and children living in rural areas have 

very limited access to education.  Child 

trafficking is also a major problem in 

Latin America, often due to the drug 

trafficking crisis there. 

The Middle East 
 Like Africa, the Middle East has 

problems with economic stability.  

Families often feel they need their 

children to work to support their 

family, so Middle Eastern countries are 

less likely to support solutions or 

resolutions that would outlaw child 

labor. 

Asia and the Pacific 

 Asia has a multitude of widely-

known child labor problems.  Many 

countries in Asia are developing, and 

thus, due to a lack of economic 

stability, rely heavily on child labor, 

especially for factory work. 

Questions to Consider 
1. How will your proposed 

programs, once set in 

place, be sustainable while 

also addressing the need 

for change? 

 2. What work should be considered 

too dangerous for children to 

perform? 

 3. What should governments do to 

encourage citizens to send their 

children to receive an education? 

 4. What should the minimum age 

of a person be before they are 

allowed to work? 

 5.    How will an impactful plan to 

end child labor be set in place 

while minding international 

sovereignty? 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