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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARIAT 

Horace Mann Model United Nations Conference !3

DEAR DELEGATES, 

 It is our pleasure to welcome you to Horace Mann’s 33rd 
Annual Model United Nations Conference, HoMMUNC XXXIII!  
Since 1985, HoMMUNC has brought together future world 
leaders in a day full of intellect, discourse, and compromise. The 
conference engages academically minded high school and middle 
school students to contemplate and discuss imperative global 
concerns. We are honored to have inherited the responsibility of 
organizing this conference for all of you, the over 1000 delegates 
that will attend HoMMUNC this year. We hope you are excited as 
we are for the conference to begin! 

 We encourage you to deeply explore your topics and arrive 
at HoMMUNC prepared to engage in the discourse of your 
committees and truly involve yourself in the negotiation process, 
regardless of your age or experience in Model UN.  Each 
committee is comprised of a wide-ranging group of delegates and 
will address a pressing global issue. We challenge you to delve 
deep into your topics and think creatively. Take this opportunity 
to learn as much as you can, create the best solutions possible, 
and lead your committee to a world-changing resolution. 

 Model United Nations has played a tremendous role in our 
lives over the past three years, and we are thrilled to share this 
activity with all of you. It has been our pleasure preparing 
HoMMUNC XXXII along with our dedicated junior and senior 
staff over the past six months. We hope you have an enriching 
and enjoyable experience at the conference.   

Sincerely, 
CONNOR MORRIS AND JULIA HORNSTEIN 
Secretaries-General 
HoMMUNC XXXIII 
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COMMITTEE 
BACKGROUND AND 
PROCEDURE 
Committee Background  
The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 

Committee (SOCHUM) is the third 

committee of the General Assembly. It 

is the Social, Humanitarian and 1

Cultural Committee’s responsibility to 

account for the basic human rights of 

every single living person in each 

member state of the United Nations.  

The committee meets to discuss and 

generate solutions relating to issues 

around the world regarding human 

rights, social and humanitarian affairs 

and more. Recently the committee 

examined the advancement of women 

in today’s society, refugees around the 

world, the elimination of racism and 

discrimination as well as establishing 

fundamental freedom globally. There 

are 193 member states that are 

expected to participate and vote on 

resolutions, but the committee is also 

open to others who are recognized by 

the United Nation and may attend and 

observe the meetings.  

 The Social, Humanitarian and 

Cultural Committee has become one of 

the most important sections of the 

United Nations due to the fact that the 

UN’s original purpose was to establish 

basic human rights and lead countries 

to achieving these rights for every 

citizen of the nation.  Because 

SOCHUM is a committee of the 

United Nations, it does not have the 

power to enforce laws, just suggest 

them. With that in mind, every delegate 

should come into committee on 

October  27th with a general idea on 

how to combat the issue at hand as 

well as how to incentivize nations to 

enforce the suggested laws. 

Procedure 
 Roll Call: at the beginning of 

every committee session, the chair will 

take attendance, and every delegate 

must respond “present.” If you are late 

coming to committee, send a note to 

the dais to let them know you are 

present. 
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 Motions: used to open and close 

debate, decide to move to voting 

procedure, to propose a speakers list, 

moderated or unmoderated caucus. The 

chair will entertain several motions at 

one time, then will have all delegates 

vote on each motion in order of most to 

least disruptive, and the motion with 

the majority passes. 

 Speaker’s List: a type of debate 

used to start committee, often meant to 

set the agenda, in which the chair 

would create a list of speakers. 

 Moderated Caucus: another form 

of debate, used most often during 

committee, that has a set time, 

speaking time, and specific topic to 

debate. Your chair will call upon 

countries to speak. When a delegate 

wishes to speak, they will raise their 

placard when told. 

 Unmoderated Caucus: a time 

when the rules of formal debate are 

suspended, during which delegates can 

leave their seats. This time is used for 

delegates to build blocs and write draft 

resolutions.  

 Resolutions: require a set 

number of sponsors who worked on 

drafting the resolution, and a list of 

signatories who would like to see the 

resolution debated. Resolutions are 

presented by the sponsors of the draft 

resolution, after which a Q&A session 

will be held. 
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TOPIC A: CHILD 
EXPLOITATION 

Overview 
Child exploitation is defined as:  

“the use of the child in work or 

other activities for the benefit of 

others and to the detriment of the 

child’s physical or mental health, 

development, and education”  2

 Child exploitation can take many 

different forms, including child 

domestic work, child soldiers, sexual 

exploitation and pornography, the use 

of children for illegal activities (which 

can include forcing children to take 

part in hazardous work, commonly 

within the narcotics industry) as well 

as recruiting children to participate in 

armed conflict. For you to be able to 

analyze and brainstorm solutions to 

this topic, you must be able to 

distinguish between child work and 

child exploitation. Child work consists 

of the participation of minors in an 

economic activity which does not 

compromise their health or mental and 

physical development in any way. 

Child work is light activity that is 

chosen based on a child's age, ability 

and skills. It is import to note that child 

work does not interfere with the child’s 

education or leisure activities, which 

child exploitation often makes it very 

difficult for a child to continue in 

school and carry on with their previous 

lifestyle.   3

 168 million minors are in some 

way affected by child labour and over 

half of them (85 mil l ion) are 

completing hazardous work.  One of 4

the most common forms of child 

exploitation is human trafficking. It is 

estimated that forced labor and human 

trafficking is a $150 billion industry 

worldwide. Of the 40.3 million victims 
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of human trafficking, 25% are children 

and 75% are women and girls. Human 

Trafficking is the third largest crime 

industry in the world with a slave 

costing on average $90. While there is 5

a National Human Trafficking Hotline 

that receives over 90 calls every day, 

there are very few available options for 

v ic t ims of human t ra ff i ck ing , 

especially children stuck in the 

industry.  Often times these children 6

either fear reaching out for help or 

simply have no way to do so. 

History 

Concerns over the sexual abuse of 

children began in Great Britain in the 

1870s which was primarily driven by 

the Social Purity Movement, which 

was a late 19th century movement that 

worked to drive out prostitution and 

other sexual activities that were 

commonly considered immoral to 

Christian morality. The media worked 

to bring attention to the exploitation of 

children, specifically girls, by wealthy 

men.  Young girls were seduced by 7

men for large sums of money or these 

girls would be lured into sex grooming 

operations where they would be forced 

to sleep with wealthy men. When these 

operations were discovered by the 

authorities, they were shut down but 

often times they were kept secret and 

children would continuously be 

exploited. It was not only wealthy men 

who participated in sexual exploitation 

of young girls. Fathers, kin, neighbors, 

taxi drivers, artisans, clerks and 

students would often manipulate 

v u l n e r a b l e y o u n g g i r l s i n t o 

participating in sexual acts with them.  8

T h e s e g i r l s o f t e n c a m e f r o m 

overcrowded homes and were raised by 

unqualified parents living in a poor 

environment.  

 As World War I began, child 

trafficking became a more pertinent 

issue and attracted attention as a cause 

to protest.  When President Herbert 9

Hoover created the League of Nations, 

countries were forced to cooperate with 

each other and signed the International 

Convention for the Suppression of 
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Traffic in Women 

a n d C h i l d r e n . 

Dozens of nations, 

including Albania, 

Germany, Austria, 

Belgium, Brazil, 

the British Empire 

(with Canada, the 

Commonwealth of 

A u s t r a l i a , t h e 

Union of South Africa, New Zealand 

and India), Chile, China, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Estonia, Greece, 

Hungary, I ta ly, Japan, Latvia , 

Lithuania, Norway, the Netherlands, 

Iran, Poland (with Danzig), Portugal, 

Romania, Siam, Sweden, Switzerland 

and Czechoslovakia expressed their 

concern, and vowed to protect women 

and children on an international level. 

In order to do this, Article 6 stated, 

“The High Contracting Parties agree, 

in case they have not already taken 

legislative or administrative measures 

regarding licensing and supervision of 

employment agencies and offices, to 

prescribe such regulations as are 

required to ensure 

the protection of 

w o m e n a n d 

children seeking 

e m p l o y m e n t i n 

another country.”  

 A f t e r t h e 

Second World War, 

with the formation 

o f t h e c u r r e n t 

United Nations, cooperating nations 

signed the United Nations Convention 

for the Suppression of the Traffic in 

Persons and of the Exploitation of the 

Prostitution of Others in 1949. This 

Convention required present parties to 

punish people involved in running a 

brothel or exploiting prostitution of 

either willing or unwilling people, 

“repeal or abolish any existing law, 

regulation or administrative provision 

by virtue of which persons who engage 

in or are suspected of engaging in 

prostitution are subject either to special 

registration or to the possession of a 

special document or to any exceptional 

requirements for supervision or 
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notification,” “take the necessary 

measures for the supervision of 

employment agencies in order to 

prevent persons seeking employment, 

in particular women and children, from 

being exposed to the danger of 

prostitution,” among other actions.   10

Unfortunately, a mere 66 nations 

signed on to this document. 

In the late 20th century, the public’s 

view of children selling sex on the 

street was changed as they perceived 

them as victims of trafficking, rather 

than young criminal offenders.  11

Finally, in 2000, the United States 

passed the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act, which worked with the 

United Nations Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, Especially Women and 

Children, also created in 2000.  This 12

Protocol defined human trafficking as a 

situation with act, means and purpose. 

It strived to return children to their 

families after being kidnapped and 

smuggled across borders, prohibit child 

sexual exploitation, forced labor and 

organ trafficking, take away minors 

from legal guardians whose children 

were found to be trafficked, ensured 

the safety of victims from crimes they 

may have committed against their will 

as a result of their trafficking, along 

with other measures.  13

Current Situation 

Unfortunately, child exploitation still 

takes place today around the world. 

Human trafficking remains one of the 

m o s t p o p u l a r f o r m s o f c h i l d 

exploitation in the 21st century. The 

trafficking of minors can happen to any 

child, regardless of the location they 

live in or their age. Often, when a 

family cannot support a child, the child 

is either given up for adoption and then 

sold into human trafficking or sold into 

human trafficking by his or her family. 
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This results in a limited education, 

little food, and a general poor quality 

of life. Young children who have run 

away from home are also often 

sub jec t s o f ch i ld exp lo i ta t ion 

(specifically trafficking), and treated as 

criminals, despite the laws against sex 

trafficking categorizing anyone under 

18 years old as a victim.   14

 In addition, the recent rise in 

technology has made it even easier for 

children to be exploited by adults. 

Websites like backpage.com and 

Craigslist often provide the necessary 

means for children to be used as sex 

slaves or advertised in pornography. 

Delegates must consider how to take 

steps towards eliminating every form 

of child exploitation, whether it be 

forced labor or sex trafficking. 

Possible Solutions 
Solutions to the global child 

exploitation problem are difficult to 

execute. However, delegates should 

remember the United Nations Social, 

Humanitarian and Cultural 

Committee’s power when dealing with 

these situations. Furthermore, this 

committee must decide the most 

pertinent issue in terms of child 

exploitation, as it is a vast topic, with 

multiple sub-issues. Delegates also 

must consider all countries present in 

this committee and their policies as 

national sovereignty must be 

considered. Delegates should also 

consider working with surrounding 

nations that may need financial, 

military or other support in creating 

programs to deal with child 

exploitation. 

Bloc Positions 
It should not be difficult for this 

committee to work together. With the 

exception of a few countries on 

specific policies, the majority of the 
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countries in this committee should all 

have one goal: to end child 

exploitation, in all of its forms, all over 

the world. However, the committee 

will be divided based on different 

policies, capabilities and interests. All 

countries are faced with the issue of 

child exploitation, but it takes place in 

different forms around the world. 

Understandably, delegates should be 

working to come up with solutions that 

will help their respective country 

combat the issue at hand based on their 

nations current state. Because 

developing nations and developed 

nations often need assistance in 

different forms, it is expected that these 

developed nations work together to 

address their issues while the 

developing nations collaborate 

separately during committee to solve 

issues specific to their region. All 

nations, regardless of their differences, 

should be working together by the end 

of the day to solve this issue as one 

committee. 

Questions to Consider 
1. Where does your country stand on 

the issue of child exploitation? 

Strictly for or against or 

somewhere in the middle? 

2. In what ways can countries spread 

awareness to prevent child 

exploitation of new generations of 

children especially in developing 

nations? 

3. How can the issue of child 

exploitation be addressed without 

infringing upon the sovereignty of 

other nations, while still being 

effective? 

4. How can this committee combat 

child sex trafficking when child 

prostitutes are often punished 

instead of receiving help? 

5. Due to the extent of power this 

committee holds, what 

mechanisms outside of SOCHUM 

can be used to bolster the strength 

of any resolutions passed in our 

committee? 
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6. What kind of funding will 

countries use to support the 

proposed programs? 
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TOPIC B: COMBATING 
POLITICAL CORRUPTION 

Overview 
The United Nations handbook on the 

Practical Anti-Corruption Measures for 

Prosecutors and Investigators 

acknowledges that while it is difficult 

to find a steadfast definition for 

corruption, many understand it as “the 

misuse of a public or private position 

for direct or indirect personal gain.”  15

There are many different forms of 

corruption, namely “grand” and “petty” 

corruption, “active” and “passive” 

corruption, bribery, embezzlement, 

theft, fraud, extortion, abuse of 

function, favoritism and nepotism, 

creating or exploiting conflicting 

interests, and improper political 

contributions according to the 

handbook.  

 Corruption can have a 

detrimental effect on the nations where 

it exists, including lack of 

development, delay in growth, a 

decrease in foreign investment, poor 

hygiene and health, lack of proper 

justice and a higher rate of 

unemployment. In addition, even the 

lowest level of corruption within a 

country, such as offering bribes in 

order to pass a driver’s test, can lead to 

accidents on the road which often ends 

in death. 

 When corruption exists in 

nations, especially developing, the 

economic growth is frequently stunted, 

which can mean a lack of basic human 

necessities such as food, clean water, 

proper shelter and more. In addition to 

the decrease in standard of life, 

corruption can lead to distrust and 

disappointment in the government. 

When this occurs, it is difficult to avoid 

political chaos. Individuals who lose 

hope in their country’s governing 

system are more inclined to rebel either 

by not voting in the nation’s elections 

or through protests. 

History 

The history of political corruption is as 

old as time.  There are reports of rulers 
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from early civilizations such as Ancient 

Greece and Ancient Rome using and 

abusing their power for personal gain. 

Since this time, corruption in some 

form has spread to each country, 

whether it be on a low level or a high 

one. Before the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption was 

signed in 2003, there was little that 

could be done to intervene in a 

country’s government where corruption 

existed.  

Throughout the world there have 

been politically corrupt leaders who 

stole millions or even billions of 

dollars from the nations they ruled. 

From 1965 to 1997, Mobutu Sese 

Seko, the president of Zaire (now the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo) is 

estimated to have stolen $4 to $5 

billion dollars from the country he 

ruled for almost three decades. During 

his rule of Zaire, he deprived the 

country of roads, health care, 

electricity, telephones and often times 

proper education for the younger 

generation.  16

At around the same time, 

Ferdinand Marcos, president of the 

Philippines who ruled from 1965 to 

1986, stole $5 to $10 billion dollars 

from the country, making it one of the 

most heavily indebted nations in all of 

Asia. The nation’s debts started at $360 

million when he entered office and 

grew to $28 billion by the time he had 

been removed. His corruption led to 

average wages falling to one third of 

what they originally were and the 

number of individuals who were living 

below the poverty line almost double. 

 17

In 1996, Pavlo Lazerenko 

became the fifth Prime Minister of 

Ukraine and is estimated to have stolen 

$114 to $200 million dollars from the 

country.  He was able to steal half a 18

million dollars each day of his rule. 

Obviously, this put Ukraine into further 

debt while also taking resources away 

from the citizens of the country.  

The most corrupt leader in 

history is predicted to be Mohamed 

Suharto, president of Indonesia, who 
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stole $15 to $35 billion while in office 

for 31 years. After gaining control of 

the government in 1967, he managed to 

lower the poverty rate from 45% to 

11%, increase life expectancy by 20 

years and decrease the infant mortality 

rate by a significant amount.  But, by 19

the 1990’s, the citizens of Indonesia 

began to catch on to a trend in his rule 

which they called KKN: Korupsi 

(corruption), Kolusi (collusion) and 

Nepostisme (nepotism). He began 

state-run monopolies and created new 

laws about tax breaks that benefited 

only his children and close friends.  20

One can observe that countries 

with democratically elected officials 

usually have less corruption scandals 

than nations with governments in 

which the people have little to no say 

in the leaders and laws that are passed. 

Countries where democracy exists as 

the system of the government often 

have a concrete form of checks and 

balances, whereas a nation with one 

leader who has been ruling for the 

majority of his/her life often have few 

regulations that they are required to 

follow.  

The United Nations Convention 

against Corruption is a treaty that was 

signed in 2003 with over 180 parties 

involved. The UNCAC is the only 

legally binding universal anti-

corruption resource that currently 

exists.  The UNCAC deals with 21

preventative measures, criminalization 

and law enforcement, international 

cooperation, asset recovery and 

technical assistance and information 

exchange. Because the UNCAC’s only 

job is to deal with corruption within the 

governments of each and every 

member state, they do their best to 

cover all different types of corruption, 

including corruption in the private 

sector, bribery and so on.  The United 22

Nations Convention against Corruption 

also addresses the cross-border nature 

of corruption, meaning that countries 

who have signed the treaty are required 

to help each other combat political 

corruption. They can do this by 

providing financial and human 
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resources while also providing training 

and research to member nations who 

are struggling to defeat corruption 

within their governments.   

Current Situation 
As expected, there are current political 

corruption scandals that are being 

invested, including one in Brazil 

regarding the two former presidents. 

Operation Car Wash is an investigation 

being explored by the Federal Police of 

Brazil regarding a money laundering 

inspection. Dilma Rousseff and Luiz 

Inácio Lula da Silva have been accused 

of contributing to the corruption in 

Brazil.  23

 In addition to Brazil, there have 

also been recent political corruption 

cases in Guatemala which has led to 

the impeachment and imprisonment of 

the former president, Otto Pérez 

Molina. He has been accused of 24

offering discounted tariffs in exchange 

for bribes from businesses that 

imported goods into Guatemala. The 

case was being inspected by 

international prosecutors with help 

from the United Nations.  

 Of course, these two examples 

are not the only corruption scandals at 

the moment. In committee, we should 

be discussing how to fix these current 

scandals as well as how to approach 

and prevent corruption in the future.  

 In addition to current political 

scandals, we must also examine the 

effects of previous scandals on the 

respective countries. Cases of political 

corruption within governments of 

various countries have proven to leave 

these nations in a much worse state, 

both socially and economically. There 

are often less educational resources, 

less available clean water, less jobs to 

be given out to the citizens of the 

countries and underdeveloped 

infrastructure. We can see examples of 

this in numerous countries such as 

Nigeria, Colombia, Pakistan, Kenya, 

Guatemala, Iran, Mexico, Angola, 

Russia, Ghana and more. 
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Possible Solutions 
To come up with solutions to the 

complex issue of political corruption, 

we must first examine why some 

countries have little corruption within 

the government while others have a 

very high level. While preparing for 

October 27th, make sure that you are 

familiar with previous political 

corruption scandals and what actions 

were taken to resolve them. In order 

create solutions that will have a real 

impact on the country where political 

corruption exists, you must examine 

what has worked in the past to resolve 

this issue and how you can apply the 

successful solutions to current and 

future political scandals. Make sure to 

also familiarize yourself with the 

United Nations Convention against 

Corruption’s previous actions and 

limits to their power when dealing with 

political corruption in member states. 

We want to avoid redundant solutions 

that have already been tested and 

proved unsuccessful, so make sure to 

come up with ideas yourself when 

thinking of solutions for the issue at 

hand.  

In addition, do not assume that 

because we are working with both 

developed and developing nations that 

money is an automatic solution. After 

all, money is what got us into the issue 

of global political corruption. It was 

unsupervised loans and countries that 

were careless with foreign aid that 

caused the majority of the corruption 

we see in today’s world.  

Also make sure to note that the 

United Nations cannot enforce any 

laws due to popular sovereignty, 

regardless of whether they are dealing 

with a member state or not, which 

means that part of the solutions that 

you need to come up with will have to 

be regarding incentives. Consider how 

you will convince countries to allow 

the United Nations to implement laws. 

Bloc Positions 
A significant issue in debate on 

October 27th will not just be what we 

should do to solve the issue at hand but 
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what constitutes political corruption. 

Make sure that you do not let your 

western perspective get in the way of 

your country’s beliefs about corruption 

within its government. Once you have 

researched and found your country’s 

beliefs, do not assume that they are the 

same as every other nation in the room. 

It is highly probable that every nation 

will have a slightly varied definition of 

political corruption. You should plan to 

initially work with countries that have 

similar opinions to yours and then 

begin discussing with nations that may 

have varied beliefs. 

Questions to Consider 
1. Has the country you are 

representing had any previous 

political corruption scandals? If so, 

how did the country resolve the 

issue and what measures were 

taken to make sure that a similar 

situation cannot and does not come 

up again? 

2. How can you incentivize nations to 

accept the resolutions that 

SOCHUM comes up with and 

implement them in their countries?  

3. In what ways can countries spread 

awareness to prevent corruption 

from being a problem in the 

government? 

4. Due to the extent of power this 

committee holds, what 

mechanisms outside of SOCHUM 

can be used to bolster the strength 

of any resolutions passed in our 

committee? 

5. How can this committee utilize the 

vastly differing resources of the 

member states in order to fund 

specific plans and programs to 

solve the issue at hand? 

6. You should deeply understand the 

responsibilities and limits of 

political power in the country you 

are representing - What 

specifically constitutes political 

corruption in the country you are 

representing? 

7. Considering that this issue takes 

place within the governments of 

individual member states, how do 
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you propose that international 

cooperation can be an effective 

solution to solve political 

corruption? 
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https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/library/world/africa/051797zaire-mobutu.html
http://www.unhcr.org/3bb81aea4.pdf
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