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 LETTER FROM THE 
SECRETARIAT 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DEAR DELEGATES, 

 It is our pleasure to welcome you to Horace Mann’s 33rd 
Annual Model United Nations Conference, HoMMUNC XXXIII!  
Since 1985, HoMMUNC has brought together future world 
leaders in a day full of intellect, discourse, and compromise. The 
conference engages academically minded high school and middle 
school students to contemplate and discuss imperative global 
concerns. We are honored to have inherited the responsibility of 
organizing this conference for all of you, the over 1000 delegates 
that will attend HoMMUNC this year. We hope you are excited as 
we are for the conference to begin! 

 We encourage you to deeply explore your topics and arrive 
at HoMMUNC prepared to engage in the discourse of your 
committees and truly involve yourself in the negotiation process, 
regardless of your age or experience in Model UN.  Each 
committee is comprised of a wide-ranging group of delegates and 
will address a pressing global issue. We challenge you to delve 
deep into your topics and think creatively. Take this opportunity 
to learn as much as you can, create the best solutions possible, 
and lead your committee to a world-changing resolution. 

 Model United Nations has played a tremendous role in our 
lives over the past three years, and we are thrilled to share this 
activity with all of you. It has been our pleasure preparing 
HoMMUNC XXXII along with our dedicated junior and senior 
staff over the past six months. We hope you have an enriching 
and enjoyable experience at the conference.   

Sincerely, 
CONNOR MORRIS, JULIA HORNSTEIN, AND ALEXA WATSON 
Secretaries-General 
HoMMUNC XXXIII 

Alexa Watson 
Connor Morris 
Julia Hornstein 

Secretaries-General 

Shant Amerkanian 
Chairman of the Board 

Lauren Port 
James Berg 

Vice Chairmen of the 
Board 

Samuel Puckowitz 
Eli Laufer 

Senior Executive Board 

Eliza Bender 
Arman Kumar 

Belle Beyer 
Charlotte Cebula 

Noah Fawer 
Under Secretaries-General 

Amman Kejela 
Rohan Bhatia 
Side Chawla 

Jack Eagan 
Roey Nornberg 

Gloria Khafif 
Zachary Brooks 

Conference Coordinators 

Jude Herwitz 
Junior Executive Board 

Alexa Mark 
Alexandra Reich 

Sean Koons 
Arul Kapoor 

Staff 

Aaron Thompson 
Faculty Advisor
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DEAR DELEGATES, 

I am so excited to welcome you too HoMMUNC XXXIII’s World 
Health Organization Committee. My name is Sean Koons, and I can’t wait to 
be your chair alongside you’re talented moderator, Arman Kumar. October 
27th will be my second HoMMUNC, and I am especially excited to be on 
WHO since it is a HoMMUNC committee where I get to spend the day with 
you fun middle schoolers. I cannot wait to chair this committee and see 
intense and lively debate from you all.  

I’m a senior at Horace Mann, and I’ve been part of the Model UN team since 
my freshman year. Model UN has had such a strong impact on my high 
school career since I joined the club in ninth grade. It has taught me so many 
life skills and has given me so many fond memories with my teammates. 
Aside from Model UN, I am an executive on two of our school’s publications; 
the Review and Spectrum. I’m also a member of the varsity swimming, 
soccer, and volleyball team, and the President of Horace Mann’s Math team. 
Outside of school, I love to hang out with my friends, play soccer, and go out 
to dinner with my girlfriend. If you love The Office, superhero movies, or 
Will Ferrell, we will get along just fine.  

Both Arman and I have spent a lot of time and hard work preparing for this 
conference, and we hope that you all will come with similar dedication and 
enthusiasm. I encourage you to really think deep into the topic; curbing the 
spread of infectious disease. Remember that the background guide provided 
is just a starting point for your research! Additionally, HoMMUNC is a 
learning conference so whether it is your first time doing Model UN or your 
third year doing it, I strongly encourage you all to participate in committee to 
truly get the full experience. I look forward to hearing each of your unique 
ideas and seeing you debate these topics. I know this conference is going to 
be a great one filled with a lot of talent from each and everyone of you! If any 
of you have questions before, during, or after the conference, please don’t 
hesitate to email me with anything at all! 
     
See you in October! 
SEAN KOONS 
sean_koons@horacemann.org 
Chair, WHO
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COMMITTEE 
BACKGROUND AND 
PROCEDURE 
Committee Background  
The World Health Organization is an 

agency in the United Nations system 

who’s mandate concerns international 

public health. In 1948, WHO was 

established when the agency’s 

Constitution was signed. Tasked with 

improving global public health, WHO 

also releases a health survey called the 

World Health Report. Director General 

Tedros Adhanom currently leads the 

agency until 2021, when his term 

comes to an end. WHO’s mission 

statement states that the agencies’s role 

in public health is to stimulate 

research, set norms and standards 

monitor health situations and provide 

technical support.  In the past WHO 1

has helped combat worldwide 

epidemics and other health risks. WHO 

was integral in helping reduce the 

deaths due to tuberculosis by 40% 

between 1990 and 2010 and as of now 

the agency is focusing on 

communicable diseases such as 

malaria, Ebola, and HIV/AIDS.  WHO 2

partners with several UN agencies and 

advocacy groups including UNAIDS, 

(the Joint United Nations Programme 

on HIV/AIDS), which uses the same 

facilities as WHO to combat HIV/

AIDS. WHO has also partnered with 

the World Bank to create the 

International Health Partnership 

(IHP+)  made up of individual nations, 

agencies, and others in helping to 

improve the health of  citizens in 

developing nations.  All 194 UN 3
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member states are represented in the 

World Health Organization, and each 

nation receives one vote. This 

committee follows the rules of basic 

parliamentary procedure.  4

Procedure 
 Roll Call: at the beginning of 

every committee session, the chair will 

take attendance, and every delegate 

must respond “present.” If you are late 

coming to committee, send a note to 

the dais to let them know you are 

present. 

 Motions: used to open and close 

debate, decide to move to voting 

procedure, to propose a speakers list, 

moderated or unmoderated caucus. The 

chair will entertain several motions at 

one time, then will have all delegates 

vote on each motion in order of most to 

least disruptive, and the motion with 

the majority passes. 

 Speaker’s List: a type of debate 

used to start committee, often meant to 

set the agenda, in which the chair 

would create a list of speakers. 

 Moderated Caucus: another form 

of debate, used most often during 

committee, that has a set time, 

speaking time, and specific topic to 

debate. Your chair will call upon 

countries to speak. When a delegate 

wishes to speak, they will raise their 

placard when told. 

 Unmoderated Caucus: a time 

when the rules of formal debate are 

suspended, during which delegates can 

leave their seats. This time is used for 

delegates to build blocs and write draft 

resolutions.  

 Resolutions: require a set 

number of sponsors who worked on 

drafting the resolution, and a list of 

signatories who would like to see the 

resolution debated. Resolutions are 

presented by the sponsors of the draft 

resolution, after which a Q&A session 

will be held. 
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TOPIC: CURBING THE 
SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 

Overview 
In the modern age of technology and 

transportation the world has never been 

so connected. Thus the global populous 

is now, more than ever, susceptible to 

infectious diseases and deadly 

epidemics.  Bacteria and viruses are 

micro-organisms that can be easily 

transmitted, and they can mutate in 

order to adapt to new environments.  

The biggest problem for global health 

agencies and governments is a lack of a 

speedy and efficient response time and 

a lack of a globally universal set of 

guidelines on how to operate. As with 

many UN agencies the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDG’s) have 

dictated the framework for responding 

to the spread of infectious diseases, 

outlining a process of implementing 

foreign investments in a developing 

regions.  While this has proven to be 5

successful, there still is a lack of other 

response frameworks and ideas on how 

to implement already existing 

initiatives. Most diseases that WHO is 

concerned about, such as HIV/AIDS, 

malaria, tuberculosis, and pneumonia 

still exist in high concentrations mainly 

in low income areas.  These diseases, 6

as well as other dangerous pathogens 

can only be countered early on in a 

potential epidemic, and have 

unpleasant and painful symptoms on 
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those affected. As the modern age of 

technology continues, research will be 

the global community’s best weapon.  7

There are fundamental differences in 

the genetic material of infectious and 

non-infectious diseases, and the latest 

research shows that gene sequencing 

has the potential to be useful in 

classifying different diseases and their 

respective treatments.  The committee 8

will also be tasked in defining vital 

definitions for these conditions at a 

global scale, as the words “pandemic” 

and “epidemic” are still not globally 

defined. Coming up with 

categorizations and definitions are 

integral in countering infectious 

diseases, as well as outlining a way to 

prioritize diseases and research.  

History 

Infectious diseases have plagued 

societies for thousands of years.  

Mummies found from nearly 3000 

years ago have evidence of smallpox. 

In the 1500’s, epidemics of diseases 

such as syphilis, smallpox, cholera, 

plague, leprosy and typhoid fever to 

name a few are thought to have existed 

them   In the 15th and 16th centuries 9

smallpox was a pandemic among locals 

in Europe, and in the 18th century 60 

million people died. 80% of children 
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under 5 years old who were infected 

also died. In the 1600’s Dutch 

naturalist Antonie van Leeuwenhoek 

finished the development of the 

microscope, and for the first time 

scientists were able to view organisms 

of minuscule sizes.  By around 1900, 10

public health became a concern for 

nations such as those in Europe and the 

United States. The numerous deaths 

incurred by Spanish Flu (H1N1) 

Pandemic of 1918 still remains an 

example of where a novel strain of the 

Influenza virus was capable of 

attaining both high transmission and 

mortality rates. Under these 

circumstances the H1N1 virus was 

transmitted to 500 million people 

around the world, with a case fatality 

rate of >2.5%, compared to much less 

in other influenza pandemics.  The 11

aftermath of the epidemic not only 

induced deaths but also caused a 

spread of panic, ruining trade and 

causing political instability.  So two 12

years later in 1920 the League of 

Nations created the International 

Health Regulations, (which was 
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updated in 2005) and the Health 

Organization of the League of Nations 

to counter the obvious threat of 

diseases and the necessity to respond to 

them.   In 1952, Polio was at it’s 13

highest rate of infection with more than 

60,000 children infected and of those, 

3,000 died. By 1955, polio 

vaccinations developed by virologist 

Jonas Salk became popular and helped 

aid the eradication of the polio 

epidemic in the United States.  In 14

1984, HIV, (human immunodeficiency 

virus), was identified as the major 

cause for AIDS, (acquired 

immunodeficiency syndrome). Almost 

6,000 people died in that same year of 

1984.  As of now nearly 25 million 15

deaths have been reported due to AIDS 

and more than 35 million diagnosed. In 

China in 2003, Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome or SARS was 

officially identified by the  World 

Health Organization and by July of the 

same year nearly 8,000 cases and about 

780 deaths occurred. The resurgence of 

the H1N1 virus in 2009, a type of 

swine flu, made a reappearance in a 

strain resembling the one that caused 

the 1918 pandemic.  In this strain, 16

patients had new symptoms unseen 

before (for the influenza flu), such as 

diarrhea and vomiting. Statisticians and 

global public health experts state there 

could have been as many as 600,000 

deaths, though only about 19,000 

deaths were confirmed. H1N1 is 

caused by swine flu, which is caused 

by the Type A influenza virus when it 

infects pigs.   A year later in 2010, 17

after a devastating earthquake, Haiti 

faced an epidemic of cholera killing 
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more than 10,000 people. This 

epidemic came at an inopportune time 

delaying the recovery process of the 

nation. The popular opinion of the 

cause of transmission was that 

Peacekeepers from Nepal brought in 

the disease, a statement the UN later 

apologized for denying. In 2012, the 

World Health Organization reported 

1.3 million deaths due to Tuberculosis, 

a deadly and highly infectious bacterial 

disease, also reporting Typhoid fever 

killed over 200,000 individuals 

worldwide. 2014 saw the 

infamous epidemic of the Ebola 

hemorrhage fever, killing about 

12,000 people mainly in West 

Africa. It is recorded as the 

largest spread of Ebola in 

history until it’s official end in 

2016.  WHO declared a state 18

of public health emergency in 

2016 about the Zika virus predicting 4 

million people would be infected 

within a year in the North and South 

American regions.  19

Current Situation 

Infectious diseases have and will 

continue to affect the global 

population. For hundreds of years, the 

society has faced different types of 

epidemics. However, WHO has taken 

measures to attempt to curb the spread 
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of infectious diseases. The organization 

has outlined a framework of how it will 

and has been using its resources to 

counter epidemics worldwide. Many 

UN-affiliated health organizations and 

governments adopted the WHO 

Framework of Engagement with Non-

State Actors (FENSA).  This is to 20

provide them with “comprehensive 

policies” for collaborating with such 

organizations to improve healthcare in 

the face of outbreaks, also minimizing 

the need for new organizations to be 

set up at every instance of a new 

epidemic. Communicable diseases are 

the biggest concern for the World 

Health Organization.  At any given 21

time there is an outbreak occurring 

sometime in the world, and the current 

classification system does not account 

for all of them. The Zika epidemic is 

new to the global community causing 

birth defects among other common 

viral infection symptoms , and new 

plans are still being put into place by 

the UN and its affiliated bodies every 

week. According to the WHO, “WHO/

PAHO and partners have set out the 

strategic response to Zika, which 

places a greater focus on preventing 

and managing medical complications 

caused by Zika virus infection.”  22

While at the moment the Zika virus the 

primary concern of the body as of now, 

research conquering tuberculosis, 

malaria and Ebola is still a high 

priority.   The Global Fund to Fight 23

AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria 

(known just as the Global Fund), is an 

organization that works alongside 

WHO and UNICEF, (among others) to 
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fund research and efforts to eradicate 

infectious diseases from the planet.  24

Possible Solutions 
 The most effective solution is to 

create a new classification system for 

infectious diseases that incorporates 

the local government’s status, 

symptoms of the disease, and the ways 

of transmission. This can be regarding 

urgency, where the most 

communicable diseases have a 

particular designation and so forth, or 

one of organization. Creating a 

prioritization system of which diseases 

to tackle first can also be helpful in 

unifying UN agencies and individual 

nations. Research is another significant 

aspect of infectious diseases. Most of 

the most deadly pandemics and 

epidemics in the world have occurred 

because scientists and public health 

professionals did not even know the 

condition existed in a specific region or 

how to counter it. Constant screens for 

symptoms of known infectious 

diseases will be useful because it 

allows for governments to understand 

what conditions are existing within 

their nations. Another vital part of the 

research on communicable diseases is 

vaccines. Vaccines are used to prevent 

infection from viral diseases and can 

be incredibly helpful in preventing 

epidemics. By allocating resources to 

create panels or international bodies 

related to unifying research efforts, the 

fight against infectious diseases will be 

won easier. Another essential aspect of 

uniting the international community 

over is legislation and guidelines. 
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WHO is responsible for updating 

governments and their people about 

how to stay safe from infectious 

diseases. These guidelines may only be 

suggestions, however, they are vital. A 

way to implement these solutions 

within different types of communities 

is to utilize celebrated linguists and 

specialists in certain cultures to ensure 

that local media and information 

channels are distributing these 

guidelines, especially in low-income 

nations that are more susceptible to 

infectious diseases.  

Bloc Positions 
Asian Bloc 
This bloc has emphasized an interested 

in the training for dealing with primary 

threats of epidemics a speedy and 

effective manner, with some request 

for assistance from the nations or 

organizations. These nations believe in 

acquiring medication and medical 

technology of better quality which 

could assist in tackling such threats and 

significant epidemics. Countries in 

Europe and the United States hold 

about 67% of such sensitive, quality-

assured and widely distributed 

medication and technology, 

cooperation and supervision and 

distribution of tools to self-sustain 

medical development will be critical.  25

Latin American Bloc 
These are nations that realize the threat 

of infectious diseases and are 

concerned about the possibility of 

epidemics in their countries. Zika virus 

is predominant in South American, and 

this fact will inevitably cause more 

concern. These nations are also very 

interested in how to help nations 
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economic and development systems 

before epidemics to prevent them from 

occurring and after, to provide aid to 

countries after deadly outbreaks for 

treatment and responses to be 

maximized.  

African Bloc 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, are 

examples of African Nations affected 

by viruses and communicable diseases. 

These nations know firsthand the need 

for effective legislation and guidelines 

and should focus on an extensive range 

of issues. Countries from Africa 

advocate for more instructions on 

public health, access to water and other 

resources and improving public 

sanitation. They need monetary and 

secondarily technical aid from other 

nations, in enhancing sanitation 

programs, professional training in 

developing their countries in a way that 

will last a long time.  26

Western Bloc 
 The United States of American and 

their Western allies, such as Spain, 

United Kingdom, France and Italy 

have provided aid in the best, and 

continue to provide  monetary 

assistance, medical supplies and food, 

medical training and technological 

support due to their high nation wealth 

and their proximity to many of the 

nations affected by outbreaks. In the 

last six registered pandemics, (global 

epidemics) or epidemics these 

countries of all supplied aid and sent 

skills individual professionals to help 

aid local citizens. These nations are 

experienced in assisting in crises, 

precisely due to communicable 
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diseases, though they are concerned 

with their citizen's well-being as well.  

Questions to Consider 
1. What specific measures must be 

developed to counter emerging 

epidemics? 

2.  How able is your nation to harness 

emerging social and scientific 

technologies? 

3. How can public awareness and 

systematic preparation for potential 

outbreaks be facilitated in afflicted 

nations? Consider the input of skills 

and resources from more developed 

nations in this. 

4. Should public health solutions be 

more preventative/proactive or 

response-based/reactive? 
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